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bbmists lose election in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Mwfim (undone tahsts lost profes- 
sional association elections in the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip to national- 
ist support er s of the PLO for the second time in two weeks, P alestinian 
somees said Saturday. Candidates identified with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation won nine out of 11 seats in elections to the board of the Gaza 
Medical Association held on Friday, the sources said. The two remaining 
scats went to candidates identified with the Islamist Hamas movement. 
Professional association elections are the only polls Israel allows in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. They are considered the barometers 
of political sentiment. Candidates identified with Hamas, which opposes 
Muffle East peace talks, have lost two Gaza elections since Arab-Isradi 
negotiations were hunched in Madrid last October. Nationalists won all 
bat three of 16 seats in elections to the Gaza Scrip Chamber of Commerce 
in No vember. Last week they took five of nine seats on the Gaza 
Engineers Association board. 



Bilaterals may be delayed to Feb. 17 

AMMAN (J .T.) — The fourth round of Arab-lsraeli bilateral talks, which 
have been widely expected to take place in Washington beewen Fob. 10 
and Feb. 23. is now likely to start a week laier. on Feb. 17. according to a 
Palestinian delegate. "The Israelis have informed the U.S. State 
Department they will go to Washington for the new round, but not on 
Feb. 10. according to my information.” the delegate said speaking on 
condition of anonymity. "It seems the Israelis want a new date just lo 
assert ‘their independent decision-making,'" the delegate said. "It is also 
possible the step is related to their electioneering.” Asked whether the 
Jordanian side heard about the news, a senior member of the Jordanian 
delegation said: “No. As far as we are concerned, the date is still Feb. 
10 “ 
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r : Turkish snowslides 
kill 109 

! DIYARBAK1R, Turkey (R) — 
Avalanches hit remote villages in 
southeast Turkey on Saturday, 
killing at least 109 people, includ- 
ing 99 paramilitary gendarmes, 
and burying more than 250 ctvi- 
Hans, officials said. 

f - 

Sudan rebels 
surrender in Central 
African Republic 

BANGUI (R) — More than 100 
Sudanese rebels fleeing battle 
with Sudan's army have surren- 
dered to authorities in the Cen- 
tral African Republic, Public 
Security Minister Ismaila Nimaga 
said. Speaking on state radio on 
Friday night, Mr. Nimaga said 
the guerrillas were members of 
the Popular Liberation Army of 
Southern Sudan led by John 
Garang. They appeared to have 
suffered heavy casualties, he 
added. 

Egyptian judge 
5 recommends street 
execution 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
judge has sentenced a convicted 
drag dealer to death with a re- 
commendation that as an experi- 
ment be should be hanged out- 
side a youth dub where be was 
caught. Judge Gamal Abdul 
Halim said in an interview pub- 
lished on Saturday that Farouq 
Yassin should be executed out- 
side the youth dub but on a 
scaffold blocked from public 
view. 

Egypt blocked attack 
on Libya— Mubarak 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak said in remarks pub- 
lished on Saturday that Egyptian 
intervention saved Libya from a 
• ■"i' Western military strike over 
(V..-.-. charges of Libyan backing for 
international terrorism. “Egypt 
i"-' : has tried and is still trying to 

contain the Libyan crisis. Egyp- 
tian intervention has indeed 
saved Libya from a military strike 
that had already been decided,” 
Cairo's A1 Gomhouria newspaper 
quoted him as saying. He did not 
elaborte. 

Snow storm hits 
Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Overnight 
snowfall blocked roads in several 
parts of Syria but promised a 
good agricultural season, 
meteorological and agricultural 
sources said on Saturday. Drifts 
up to three metres formed in 
mountain areas. The highway to 
tire Lebanese capital, Beirut, was 
closed. Mount Qassyoun, which 
overlooks Damascus, was capped 
with snow for several hours on 
Saturday morning. 

Kuwait begins voter 
i registration 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait began 
registering voters for a par- 
liamentary election on Saturday 
but few people turned up because 
of a Muslim public holiday, wit- 
nesses said. Polling to restore 
Kuwait’s parliament, dissolved in 
1986 amid security concerns over 
the Iran-Iraq war. is planned for 
October. Interior ministry offi- 
cials toured registration centres 
for Kuwait’s 25 constituencies 
eariy on Saturday. 

44 killed in China bus 
crash 

BELTING (AP) — An over- j 
crowded bus tumbled 76 metres ; 
down a mountain slope, killing 44 j 
people and injuring 25, an official 
newspaper reported Saturday. 
The Wen Hpi Baa said 74 people 
woe aboard the bus, which was 
travelling to Xiyang county, in 
southwest China's Sichuan pro- 
vince: Hie driver was unable to 
negotiate a sharp turn in the 
mountain road, and the bus tum- 
bled down the mountainside. 

Rare heavy snowfall 
In Tokyo 

TOKYO (AP) — Tokyo’s 
heaviest snowfall in six years fell 
Saturday, cutting power lines, 
bkx&mg roads and airport run- 
ways and leaving scores of fallen 
pedestrians hospitalised with 
broken bones. 


Habash arrives in Tunis 


; > ■ ' \ - 

** ' 4 • /v*** * 



Four lads proudly pox Saturday in front of their masterpiece 
(photo by Yoosef A1 ’Allan) 

Brrr weather to 
taper off tonight 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
George Habash arrived in Tunis 
early Saturday evening, ending a 
brief detention in France which 
threatened to develop into a poli- 
tical crisis. 

The 64-year-old head of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP), was held 
under virtual bouse arrest in the 
Henry Dun ant Hospital, where 
he was to receive medical treat- 
ment, since late Thursday, after a 
political furore arose over his 
presence in France. 

The French Justice Ministry 
lifted a custody order, on Dr. 
Habash at 2 a.m. Saturday after s 
attempting to interrogate him 
foiled. 

Dr. Habash, who was accom- 
panied by his wife Heida, was 
met at the Tunis airport by Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

PLO sources in Tonis said Dr. 
Habash, 64, had been taken to a 
private PLO residence. 

A PFLP official in Damascus, 
where the group is based, also 
said Dr. Habash had arrived in 
the Tunisian capital. 

Dr. Habash, whose group car- 
ried oat a series of hijacking in 
the 1960s and 1970s, left Paris in a 
light aircraft sent from Algiers. 

He originally flew to France 
from Tunis amid reports that he 
had suffered a cerebral stroke. 

He quickly found himself 
caught up in a political imbroglio 
with the French opposition, the . 
Jewish community and Israel ex- 
pressing outrage at his presence. 
IBs stay in France forced the 
resignation of four senior govern- 
ment officials. 

He left amid tight security in- 
volving “fake departures” from 
the hospital where he was under- 
going tests, and with three or four 
destinations being cited — Alger- 
ia, Syria, Tunisia and Jordan. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Police 
hunted defiant mosque preachers 
on Saturday after about 30 people 
were wounded and 70 arrested in 
dashes between Muslim fun- 
damentalists and security forces 
at mass prayers in Algerian cities. 

A wanted leader of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was among 
those who defied an official ban 
on Friday, preaching a political 
sermon to a group of activists in a 
tiny Algiers suburban mosque. 

“Control of the mosques is 
equivalent to control of Islam. 
We are not ready to accept this... 
each attempt to destroy the FIS 
will bring an earthquake,” wit- 
nesses quoted Mohammad Said 


In Paris, photographers watch- 
ing througi longdistance lenses 
said Dr. Habash had dim bed the 
aircraft steps with difficulty. 

He flew out of France leaving 
the Socialist government to cope 
with the disastrous political fall- 
out from his three-day stay. 

Mastermind of a series of hi- 
jackings in the 1960s and 1970s, 
Dr. Habash had been detained in 
custody as a judge, Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere, prepared to question 
him about Middle East-backed 


as saying. 

Mr. Said is the most influential 
FIS leader still at liberty, accord- 
ing to a source dose to the 
security forces. 

Other FIS leaders have been 
detained for defying Algeria’s 
new five-man presidency and 
challengi ng the cancellation of an 
unfinished general election die 
FIS was potsed to win. 

Premier Sidahmed Ghozaii, 
who organised Algeria’s first free 
parliamentary elections, may 
soon be fired by military rulers 
who took power after Muslim 
radicals looked likely to win, 
newspapers reported Saturday. 

The independent newspaper El 


attacks in France. 

He had been set to leave 
France since doctors on Friday 
ruled be was not fit enough to be 
questioned by the judge. 

With the detention order lifted. 
French security forces arranged a 
decoy to spirit Dr. Habash out of 
the hospital safely. 

The interior ministry said there 
had ben no legal reason to keep 
him in the absence of any interna- 
tional or national arrest warrants 
against him. 


Watan reported that Mohammad 
Boudfiaf, a war hero heading the 
five-man high state committee, 
has rejected Mr. Ghozali’s 
market-oriented economic re- 
form proposals and wishes to 
install his own government. 

The high state committee, 
dominated by Defence Minister 
Maj. Gen. Khaled Nezzar, has 
taken over this North African 
country since generals forced 
President Chadli Benjedid to res- 
ign last month. 

Mr. Gbozali. who organised 
the elections under Mr. Benjedid 
and stayed on as head of govem- 

( Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN — The snowstorm 
which affected Jordan and the 
eastern Mediterranean regions 
in the past two days is expected 
by the Deaprtment of 
Meteorology to taper off by 
Sunday evening. 

The snowstorm, with high 
winds estimated at the speed of 
75 kins an hour, affected most 
regions in the Kingdom, with 
snow and heavy rain foiling on 
hilly regiions 850 metres in 
elevation, which included 
western Amman, Karak, Bal- 
qa and Sharah mountains caus- 
ing road blockages and disrup- 
tions in communications. 

The Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (GDD), the Public Secur- 
ity Department (PSD), the 
Aimed Forces and the public 
works services were all alerted 
to deal with any emergencies. 
Reports said that combined 
teams were busy opening roads 
in Salt, Rashadieh, Swetleh, 
Jerash, Queen Aha Interna- 
tional Airport highway, the 
King Hussein Medical Centre 
road, A! Rashid and Abu 
Nuseir districts among the west- 
ern areas of Amman. 

Army helicopters were also 
employed in outlying areas 
affected by the snow and, 
according to CDD men, they 
dealt with five fires, 25 first aid 
cases and 35 rescue operations. 


Minister of Public Works 
Hayel Al Surour led a group of 
officials in inspecting the road 
conditions and the teams’ work 
in a number of regions. By 
evening, most of the roads 
were reported by officials to 
have been opened except for 
some northern regions within 
the A j loan District where 
snow was reported in some 
areas to be 40 centimetres 
deep. 

Meteorology Department 
Director Ali A ban da said that 
by Monday a new low depress- 
ion will be formed over Cyprus 
bringing fresh rainfalls and 
snow that will continue 
through Tuesday. The rain and 
snow will almost complete the 
replenishment of the dams that 
irrigate farmlands in the dry 
season in Jordan, officials said. 

Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) officials said that the 
King Tala! Dam Saturday had 
73 million cubic metres of wa- 
ter out of 80 million cubic 
metre capacity while the Wadi 
Al Arab Dam had 13 million 
cubic metres of water out of a 
15 million cubic metre capac- 
ity. The other dams were ear- 
lier reported by the JVA to be 
foil, ensuring bumper crops in 
the Jordan Valley region. JVA 
officials said that the formers in 
the Jordan Valley have been 
receiving water from the dams 
free of charge for the past 
month. 


Palestinian leader welcome 
in Jordan any time 

AMMAN (J-T.) — While Dr Habash was en route to Tunis, his 
destination was a source of intense speculation, especially to 
people in Jordan. Various news reports said he was headed for 
Amman, Algiers or Damascus. The Jordanian government would 
not officially comment on the reports, but informed sources told 
the Jordan Times that Dr. Habash would have been welcome 
here, and the Kingdom would have furnished him with all medical 
assistance he needed. 

“Dr. Habash is welcome in Amman,” an informed source said. 
“He is a former member of the Jordanian Parliament and he is 
dins entitled to ali facilities that Jordan can provide him with,” 
the source added. 

Dr. Yousef Qussous, director of the Royal Medical Services, 
said that Al Hussein Medical Centre, which is Jordan’s largest 
army hospital, would provide “maximum medical attention” to 
Dr. Habash. “In Jordan he is at home,” Dr. Qussous said. 

PLO officials in Taras said early Saturday that Dr. Habash 
would not head for Amman initially but may do so later for 
medical attention. 

Although Dr. Habash 's wife had told reporters in Paris that he 
was in Paris only for a check-up. PLO sources in Paris said that 
the Palestinian leader could speak “with great difficulty.” 

His daughter. Lama, who lives in Amman, said she spoke to 
her father after his arrival in Tunis. 

“My father just spoke to me from Tunis and told me that his 
health situation was good and that his flight from Paris to Tunis 
was okay,” Lama Habash told Reuters. 

“His voice was like always. He sounded in good spirits,” she 
said. “My mother also spoke to me and said he was feeling well.” 

His daughter did not say whether he would be making a transit 
stop in Tonis or would go into hospital there. “Later, the line got 
cut off whole we were in the middle of our talk,” she said. 

French doctors told French magistrate Jean-Louis Braguire, 
the country’s top-terrorism investigator, who had hoped to 
interrogate Dr. Habash, that Dr. Habash had lost nearly all his 
ability to speak as a result of a shock to his bead. 


Algerian police hunt preachers 


King receives Hawatmeh; 
visits Mdanat, Abu Tayeh ; 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein, who is now re- 
cuperating after a minor surgery 
at the King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre, Saturday received Nayef 
Hawatmeh, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

Mr. Hawatmeh called on the 
King to offer bis congratulations 
on the successful surgery, wishing 
King Hussein speedy recovery. 

The King’s doctors had said 
that he was in excellent health 
and would leave hospital within 
two days. 

A large number of citizens 


have called at the hospital to offer 

congratulations to the King. 

Also Saturday, the King visited 
the Lower House of Parliament 
members Issa Mdanat and Nayef 
Abu Tayeh who are receiving 
treatment at the Queen Alia 
Heart Diseases Centre at Al Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. 

King Hussein inquired about 
the two deputies' health. 

Mr. Mdanat and Mr. Abu 
Tayeh expressed their profound 
appreciation and gratitude for 
King Hussein's gesture and 
wished him continued good 
health and happiness. 


Syria protests to Germany 
over seizure of tanks 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
on Saturday it had protested to 
Germany over the seizure of a 
freighter carrying tanks Dama- 
sucs had bought from Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

An official statement said the 
German ambassador to Syria was 
summoned to the foreign office. 
He was handed the protest and a 
demand for an explanation of the 
interception of die freighter in 
the Mediterranean on Wednes- 
day. 

The freighter Godewind was 
reported to be carrying 16 Soviet- 
built T-72 tanks from Czechoslo- 
vakia army stocks when stopped 
by German warships and ordered 
to put into Gibraltar. 

Bonn government spokesman 
Dieter Vogel said on Friday the 
German-registered Godewind, 
which had set out from the Polish 


port of Szczecin, was being 
escorted to Hamburg or another 
nonh German port and would 
arrive in about a week. 

The statement said Syrian 
embassy in Bonn had lodged a 
similar protest. 

The Germans had responded 
that the action was not against 
Syria but the shipping company 
as part of an investigation against 
breach of export laws, it said. 

Bonn had also told Damascus it 
did not intend to impound the 
tanks and expressed a desire to 
settle the issue cordially. 

“The German government 
does not intend to keep the 
load,” the Syrian statement said. 

The Bonn government denied 
opposition charges that Syria 
might have used German aid for 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush, Yeltsin formalise 
new relationship, agree to 
meet later this year 


CAMP DAVID (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin formal- 
ised the new Washington- 
Moscow relationship with a meet- 
ing Saturday, and scheduled 
more talks later this year. 

Mr. Bush said he and Mr. 
Yeltsin met “not as adversaries, 
but as friends.” 

The Camp David meeting took 
place on Mr. Yeltsin’s 61st birth- 
day. He told reporters, “the best 
present is meeting with president 
of the United States, George 
Bosh, and working hard today.” 
Mr. Yeltsin and his wife Naina 
arrived by helicopter in freezing 
snow flurries for his first formal 
meeting with Mr. Bush since the 
demise of the old Soviet Union 
and the formation of Common- 


wealth of Independent States. 

“Russia and the United States 
are starting a new relationship 
and it's based on trust," and a 
commitment to economic and 
political freedom. Bush said at a 
news conference after their three- 
hour meeting had ended. 

Mr. Bush said the leaders 
would leave it to the experts to 
nail down details on nuclear re- 
ductions but be “saluted” Mr. 
Yeltsin's proposal that both sides 
reduce long-range nuclear war- 
beads to no more than 2,500. Mr. 
Bush proposed on Tuesday to set 
levels at about 4,000. 

The Russian president said he 
and Mr. Bush had agreed on a 
series of joint programmes to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian boycott of Moscow talks ensured full representation 


By Lamb Andooi 
and Sana Attiyeb 

AMMAN — Palestinian abs- 
ence from the Middle East 
peace talks held in Moscow last 
week has been crucial and suc- 
cessful in asserting demands 
for a comprehensive Palesti- 
nian representation and 
national rights, according to, 
Palestinian delegates who re- 
turned from Moscow on their 
way to the Israeli occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In die view of members of 
the Palestinian delegation, the 
Palestinian absence was neces- 
sary to emphasise once and for 
all that the peace process could 
not continue while the Palesti- 
nian people was not repre- 
sented in its totality and the 
Palestinian rights were not ful- 
ly addressed. 

“There was a need for a 
principled and dear positions 
that mil be more effective than 
a Palestinian participation 
based on “compromise on 
principles or substance," 
Palestinian spokeswoman. Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawi, told a press 
conference in Amman Satur- 
day. 

“Our message was dear and 
simple: enough is enough ” 
Palestinian delegate Saeb Ere- 
kat said, referring to Palesti- 
nian refusal to make more con- 
cessions regarding the repre- 
sentation of Palestinians from 
the diaspora and east Jeru- 
salem. 


Dr. Ashrawi, and other 
Palestinian delegates, howev- 
er, implied that die absence of 
the required level of Arab 
coordination at Moscow had in 
the 'final result weakened the 
overall Arab and Palestinian 
position. 

They warned that if Arab 
coordination continued at the 
same level, the Arab and 
Palestinian objectives of Unk- 
ing die bilateral talks with the 
multilateral talks and ensuring 
that a comprehensive solution 
based on United Nations 
Security Council resolutions, 
involving an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied Arab terri- 
tories, would be difficult to 
attain/' 

“We need Arab coordina- 
tion between Arab govern- 
ments, as well as among the 
working committees (at the 
muttflaterals)," Dr. Ashrawi 
urged. 

In the press conference the 
Palestinian spokeswoman indi- 
cated that die priorities which 
the Palestinians had sought to 
highlight at Moscow, even 
though they did not take part 
in the talks, were the follow- 
ing: 

— To assert a comprehen- 
sive national representation of 
the Palestinian people. 

— To stress that multilateral 
talks on security and economic 
arrangements in the region 
should be the result of a solu- 
tion to all aspects of the Arab- 


lsraeli conflict — especially the 
Palestinian problem, and not 
die other way round. 

— That there cannot be any 
meaningful progress at the 
multilateral talk? without prog- 
ress towards an Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied Arab 
territories at the bilateral talks. 

Dr. Ashrawi said that the 
Palestinians were able- to se- 
cure support of many partici- 
pants at the Moscow talks for 
their demands despite the de- 
legation's absence from the 
conference. 

The Palestinians, who had 
earlier accepted that Palesti- 
nian representation be con- 
fined to Palestinians from the 
Israeli occupied territories, re- 
fused to attend the third phase 
of talks in Moscow last week 
without the inclusion of repre- 
sentatives from the diaspora 
and east Jerusalem. 

The move initially raised 
concern that the Palestinians 
would miss a golden opportun- 
ity of addressing more than 30 
countries that took part in the 
Moscow talks. 

But the Palestinian dele- 
gates, who retnrned from Mos- 
cow Friday, disagreed, arguing 
that their absence was not only 
necessary but bad achieved im- 
portant objectives that would 
have positive implications on 
the peace process. 

According to the Palesti- 
nians, the main goal achieved 
by their decision not to take 


part has been the approval by 
the U.S. and Russia, the two 
co-sponsors of the peace pro- 
cess, on the participation of 
Palestinians from the diaspora 
in the working committees. 

According to Dr. Ashrawi, 


U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has not only accepted 
Palestinian participation in the 
two reported committees, 
dealing with refugees and eco- 
nomic development, but he 
also did not preclude the possi- 


bility of including Palestinians 
in all die other committees, 
(see box). 

In Dr. Ashrawi’s view, by 
not taking part in the Moscow 
talks, until their demands for a 
broader representation were 


addressed, the Palestinians 
have secured international soli- 
darity and most significantly 
recognition of their national 
rights. 


Jordanian, Palestinian 
stands served own interests 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
said that the feet that Jordan attended the Moscow talks and the 
Palestinians did not will have no bearing on future coordination 
between the Jordanian and Palestinian sides. 

“The Jordanian-Palestinian relationship is not based on im- 
mediate or temporary issues. It is a long term relationship,” Dr. 
Ashrawi asserted. 

Jordan, for the first time since the beginning of the peace 
process last October, last week attended negotiations in Moscow 
without the Palestinians. 

But Dr. Ashrawi said that each side had its own reasons and' 
special considerations that prompted their respective decisions 
regarding participation in last week's talks. She stressed that the 
fact that each took a different decision regarding the multilateral 
talks would not and should not affect the future coordination 
especially between the two sides of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delation. 

“The joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation is an expression of 
Jordanian-Palestinian coordination and agreement and not an end 
by itself,” she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi, however, lashed out at other Arab states which 
attended the multilateral talks with Israel without consultation. 

In rare public criticism of Arab states, she said it now looked 
unlikely that those who attended the multilateral peace talks 
would boycott the next round if no progress on issues of substance 
was reached in bilateral negotiations. 

"We cannot believe that Arab states already officially met 
Israel without prior coordination and meetings with other Arab 
countries,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“We cannot imagine how the GCC countries met Israel without 
prior meetings with the PLO. Jordan and other Arab countries.” 


(Coatinued on page 5) 

Palestinians to submit 
names for working groups 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestinians will submit to the U.S.; 
names of participants in the working groups that are- 
scheduled to meet in the sp ring to follow up discussions of 
the Arab-lsraeli multilateral regional talks that opened in- 
Moscow last week. 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi told a press conference here oh" 
Saturday that the Palestinians will submit names'; of’ 
participants and lists of the working groups that the 
Palestinians would like to join. 

Although Palestinian sources said that there was no 
official decision yet on Palestinian participation at the 
multilateral talks. Dr. Ashrawi’s statement indicated that 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) will respond 
positively to the American proposals provided Palestinians 
from the diaspora are included. 

According to Dr. Ashrawi, the U.S. has not restricted . 
Palestinian participation to two groups only, as was initially , 
reported — i.e. the refugees and regional development 
committees, 

“When we discussed it with (U.S. Secretary of State James) ■ 
Baker he said that the Palestinians could also participate in 
commi ttees they see as relevant or as important. He also said that 
the Palestinian participation could be comprehensive and that it is 
the Palestinians' choice,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“We are going to present a Ust of participants and a list of the 
committees we want to participate in," she said. “I think that the 
co-sponsors’ position is quite dear on this issue and that they will 
accept Palestinian participation from outride and inside the 
occupied territories." 
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Syria ready for full ties with Israel 
ige for full withdrawal from Golan 



David Makovsky 
The Jerusalem Post 

MOSCOW — Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Moussa says he has 
“reasons to believe" Syria is 
ready to infonn Israel of its wil- 
lingness to sign a peace treaty and 
establish diplomatic relations in 
return for a simultaneous Israeli 
pledge that it will fully withdraw 
from the Golan Heights. 

When asked by The Jerusalem 
Post in Moscow on Wednesday 
whether he feels Syria, a dose 
ally of Egypt, is ready to sign a 
peace treaty with Israel and 
establish diplomatic ties. Moussa 
confidently said. “Yes, in ex- 
change for full withdrawal." 

The Prime Minister's Yitzhak 
Shamir's office Thursday night 
declined to comment on Mr. 
Moussa 's remarks. Spokesman 
Ehud Goll said. “I don't want to 
relate to the ideas mentioned by 
Amr Moussa. Any idea that the 
Syrians have they can raise at the 
bilateral talks." 

When asked if withdrawal 
means the West Bank and Gaza 
as well. Mr. Moussa repeated 
that he was explicitly referring to 
the Golan Heights. The Egyptian 
foreign minister said such a simul- 
taneous move between Syria and 
Israel is now necessary to break 
the logjam in the different sets of 
bilateral peace talks. 

“I believe some progress has to 
be made in the bilaterals anytime 
now.” Mr. Moussa said. “Some- 
one needs to break this vidous 
cyde. We see the (peace) talks 
have been going on for three 
months without moving a cen- 
timetre. There can be no solution 
but this.” 

Specifically. Mr. Moussa — 
citing an undisclosed U.S. prop- 
osal — said that Israel and Syria 
should simultaneously announce 
their willingness to establish di- 


plomatic relations in return for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan, instead of waiting for the 
other to move first. 

Acting out the mechanics of 
the arrangement between Israel 
and Syria, Mr. Moussa said, "If I 
tell you that I am going to with- 
draw folly, will you be willing to 
recognise me and exchange 
embassies? that is bow it should 
start. It should start between 
those two. I believe in that.” 

While refusing to di^plge why 
he thinks Damascus is ready to 
make such a move, Mr. Moussa 
said he would only say be has 
“reasons to believe" that Syria is 
ready for it and this is his "im- 
pression." 

Earlier in the interview and in a 
different context, Mr. Moussa 
said he was in touch with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad before the 
Moscow conference and plans to 
be in contact with him after it was 
-over. After renewing ties a cou- 
ple years ago after a dozen years' 
break in the aftermath of Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat's visit 
to Jerusalem, links between 
Damascus and Cairo have been 
close, thereby giving Mr. Mous- 
sa's views on Syrian intentions, 
special weight. 

Should Moussa be correct and 
Syria indeed be willing to sign a 
treaty and establish diplomatic 
ties with Israel, it would be a 
major breakthrough in the peace 
process. While Syrian envoys at 
the opening Madrid conference in 
the fail and at the subsequent 
rounds of bilateral peace talks in 
Washington said Damascus 
favoures peace with Israel, they 
have pointedly and repeatedly 
evaded questioning on how they 
define the term peace. 

Israeli officials say that so far, 
Syria's view of peace is receiving 
the Golan in return for nothing 
more than non-beiiigerency. 
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S^iger closes border with Algeria 

NIAMEY (R) — Niger dosed its desert frontier with Algeria on 
Saturday, cutting a popular trans-Saharan route after five 
European tourists were injured in a rebellion by Tuareg nomads. 
An interior ministry statement on Friday night said the border at 
Assamaka, 1 .500 kilometres north of the capital Niamey, would 
be dosed indefinitely from Feb. 1. Three Italians, a German and a 
Frenchman were injured, one seriously, in an attack on their 
group last week near the uranium-mining town of Ariit. The 
government blamed Tuareg rebels fighting for autonomy in the 
north of the arid west African country, but the tourists said they 
were shot at by troops who mistook them for Tuaregs- Tuareg 
raids against government targets and travellers in Niger have 
intensified since late last year. Assamaka is the main route into 
Niger for tourists crossing the Sahara to the historic desert town of 
Agadez. Neighbouring Mali is also grappling with a Tuareg 
uprising and its tourist industry has been hard hit by the rebellion. 
The Malian government signed a 30-day truce with Tuareg envoys 
in Algeria a week ago. 

Military head says CIS to curb arms sales to Iran 

WASHINGTON (R) — The new Commonwealth of Independent 
States is taking steps to reduce arms exports to Iran and ensure 
military equipment does not go to extremist states, the Washing- 
ton Post reported on Saturday. CIS Armed Forces Chief Marshal 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov told the newspaper in an interview action 
was being taken after foreign ministers of three nations recently 
questioned the sales. Speaking at the Russian mission to the 
United Nations. Shaposhnikov declined to explain the new export 
curbs in detail, calling the issue “very delicate." He told the Post 
he believed “arms should not get into rhe hands of some extremist 
states" and that he shared the concerns of the West about trading 
with Iran. 

Hranians gather at Khomeini’s tomb 

NICOSIA (R) — Crowds gathered at the tomb of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini on Saturday to mark the anniversary of his 
return to Iran which led to the overthrow of the monarchy in 
1979. ” People from various walks of life, as well as civilian and 
military officials and foreign guests attended the inauguration 
ceremonies at the shrine, decorated with Iranian flags and 
flowers,” the national news agency IRNA said. Helicopters 
dropped flowers on marchers heading for the Behesht-E Zahra 
cemetery in south Tehran. IRNA said anniversary celebrations 
would be held between Feb. 1 — the day Khomeini returned from 
exile in France — and Feb. 11 — the day the Islamic revolution 
triumphed. 


Syria, according to Israel, is not 
willing to go any further due to 
Assad's deeply-rooted Ba'thist 
ideoligical antipathy to Israel. 
Barring such a Syrian willingness 
to agree to a peace treaty, some 
Israeli officials have said privately 
that they feel no public pressure 
to consider ceding the Golan 
Heights in peace talks with 
Damascus. 

Mr. Moussa emphatically 
stated that such a simultaneous 
declaration of intentions by 
Damascus and Israel would not 
work to exclude the Palestinians. 
To the contrary, it would give 
new impetus to Israeli-Palesthiian 
talks towards interim arrange- 
ments. 

A breakthrough with Syria is' 
widely seen as paving the way 
towards an accord with Lebanon, 
as well. Some Israeli analysis say, 
however, there has been suspi- 
cion between Syria and Palesti- 
nians, with each fearing that the 
other will seek to cut a separate 
deal with Israel, weakening their 
own bargaining position vis-a-vis 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Moussa also said that 
multilateral talks on regional 
issues and cooperation will not be 
able to advance appreciably with- 
out progress on the bilaterals. 
However, should there be sub- 
stantial Israeb-Syrian progress, 
he said, "I believe the multilater- 
als would jump.” 

Mr. Moussa said that until 
progress is made on the bflater- 
als. multilateral cooperation is 
“precarious." He said Israel must ■ 
accept “land for peace" before 
such regional cooperation goes 
ahead. But when pressed, he 
admitted that land for peace does 
not refer to the Palestinian issue 
for the next several years, due to 
the ground rales of Madrid that 
call for talks to focus on interim 
arrangements. 


Ozal says offensive 
against Kurds imminen t 

ANKARA (R) — President Tur- 
gut Ozal said the army was plan- 
ning a major offensive to wipe- 
out Kurdish guerrilla bases in 
southeast Turkey, the semi- 
official Anatolian news agency 
said. 

*Tm telling you openly. In 
days ahead, Turkish armed forces 
will come to the region with a 
very big force. This force will be 
much more titan normal. It will 
wipe out everything in the moun- 
tains," the agency quoted Mr. 
Ozal on Friday night as telling 
visitors from the southeast. 

Mr. Ozal said be would declare 
a general amnesty if the Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) quit its 
struggle of independence for Tur- 
key's 10 million ethnic Kurds. 


He therefore suggested that the 
idea of Israeli territorial with- 
drawal only revolve around the 
Golan Heights at this time. With- 
out Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan in return for peace, he 
said, "I don't think this process 
(the multilaterals) has any 
chance. It can't go on its own 
legs... Everything depends on the 
bilateral talks.” 

In terms of Egyptian priorities 
in the multilateral talks, Mr. 
Moussa reiterated a view put 
forward in his speech to the con- 
ference on Tuesday, namely that 
his country is concerned first and 
foremost with arms control. Mr. 
Moussa indicated that Egypt 
wants the talks to deal with 
Israel's nod ear capability, albeit 
within the comprehensive 
framework of scrutinizing the 
non-conventional capabilities of 
other countries, such as Iraq and 
Syria. 

He said the Arabs will not 
allow Israel to ignore arms con- 
trol, while seeking to make prog- 
ress on other regional fronts. 

Regarding regional talks on 
refugees, Mr. Moussa was indig- 
nant that Israel would equate the 
plight of Jews who fled from 
Arab lands 40 years ago with the 
Palestinians today. “There are no 
Jewish refugees. There are Jews 
who came to Israel and became 
Israeli citizens. You cannot have 
your cake and eat it... We are 
talking about people (the Palesti- 
nians) living in camps outside 
their homes.” 

Mr. Moussa also said he was 
pleased the U.S. bad found a 
solution to the inclusion of 
Palestinians from abroad to join 
multilateral talks on refugees and 
economic development, saying 
this is a compromise the Arab 
states can live with. He said he 
hopes Israel would come around 
to this view, as well. 


Kuwaiti 
shoots at 
police station 
demanding 
Islamic law 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A 
bearded Kuwaiti opened fire with 
a machine gun at a police station 
and in the air demanding imple- 
mentation of Islamic law, press 
reports said Saturday. 

The 23-year-old man, identi- 
fied only as Fabd H., gave him- 
self up to police after a three- 
hour standoff Friday in front of 
his home in the Farwaniya neigh- 
bourhood. 

Al-Anba newspaper said the 
police brought three Muslim 
clergymen to the low-rent neigh- 
bourhood near Kuwait's interna- 
tional airport to convince Fabd to 
give in. His father, some of his 18 
siblings and friends also took part 
in the negotiations, the reports 
said. 

"My brother is very religious, 
and he is very tense because one 
of our brothers is imprisoned in 
Iraq,” Fafad’s brother Mishal was 
quoted as saying. Over 500 
Kuwaitis remain in Iraqi prisons. 

Mishal said Fabd was planning 
to go to Afghanistan to join a 
third brother fighting with the 
Mojahideen. 

Few Kuwaitis gave in the 
weapons they acquired during the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation of 
their country and after its libera- 
tion Feb. 26. 

While Islamic law is a main 
source of legislation in the emi- 
rate, Islamic movements have 
been demanding that Islamic 
sharia become the sole source of 
legislation. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A! Sabah, formed a com- 
mittee late last year to folly im- 
plement Islamic law in the coun- 
try, but few expect such change 
soon. 


Central bank says U.S. aid a must 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
governor of the central 
bank said on Saturday Israel 
could not borrow funds to absorb 
Jewish immigrants unless the Un- 
ited States provided it with loan 
guarantees. 

“Obviously, Israel has the 
capability to borrow but not such 
a high amount,” Governor of the 
Bank of Israel Jacob Frenkel tokl 
Israel Radio in an interview from 
Switzerland. 

“The importance of the 
guarantees is that the guarantees 
will enable Israel to borrow at the 
level it has to, which is at a 
reasonable level of interest,” he 


said. 

The U.S. administration last 
September delayed consideration 
of S10 billion in loan guarantees, 
fearing it would hamper Middle 
East peace talks. Washington 
opposes Israel's huge settlement 
drive in the occupied territories, 
considering it an obstacle to 
peace. 

Israel says it needs the money 
to .finance the absorption of hun- 
dreds of thousands of immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union. 

The United States is likely to 
Hnk the loan guarantees to a 
freeze on new Jewish settlement’ 


in the Israeli-occupied West Bask 
and Gaza Strip. It also wants 
Israel, the largest recipient of 
U.S. foreign aid at three billio» 
dollars annually, to speed op 
economic reform. 

Frenkel, a champion of econo* 
mic reform, warned that fighting 
a public relations battle was not 
the way to secure the guarantees. 

“Remember there is no public 
relations without policy.” Frenk- 
el said. "There is a list of stept 
thar would encourage employ, 
ment, that would change the 
direction of the economy .. no! 
only by public relations but by 
real actions, that's the true flag.” 


U.S. says torture 
widespread in Turkey 


ANKARA. Turkey (AP) — A 
U.S. State Department report on 
human rights said torture re- 
mained a widespread practice at 
Turkish police stations Last year. 

“Although Turkey has signed 
several international conventions 
against torture, it has not suc- 
ceeded in reducing the roddeooe 
of torture of persons in police 
custody,” said the report, re- 
leased by the U.S. embassy here. 

The report said that police bru- 
tality largely occurred during 
periods of incommunicado deten- 
tion before suspects were brought 
before a court. 

It said 18 deaths were reported 
in police custody last year, at 
least some of which might have 
been due to police torture. 

The report added that although 
some of the deaths reportedly 
occurred when suspects commit- 
ted suicide by jumping from 
police statiomf marks of torture 
were found on the bodies. 

A Turkish foreign ministry 
spokesman, Ferhat Ataman, said 
the U.S. embassy had relayed the 
report on Friday afternoon. 


“It is being studied,” be said. 

In ttae past. Turkey has ack- 
nowledged that torture was used 
in some cases, but denied it was 
practiced systematically. 

Turkey, the third-largest reci- 
pient of U.S. aid, is considered to 
have greatly unproved its human- 
rights situation since it returned 
to democracy m 1983 following 
three years of military rale. 

However, allegations of torture 
have persisted, and could hurt 
Turkey's efforts to join the Euro- 
pean Community. 

The report mentioned high- 
pressure cold water hoses, elec- 
tric shocks, beating of the genita- 
lia and hanging by the arms as 
methods used at the Turkish 
police stations. 

The report said that police in 
some cases refrained from using 
those methods because they left 
marks. Instead, h said, they used 
psychological abuse, such as ver- 
bal intimidation and threats. 

According to the report, pro- 
secution of alleged perpetrators 
of torture has been "sporadic.” It 
said judicial authorities investi- 


gated only about half of the for- 
mal complaints involving torture, 
and prosecuted a small fraction trf 
them. 

It added that the govemmenl 
officials found guilty in torture 
cases have traditionally received 
light sentences. 

The report also said the armed 
Kurdish guerrilla group, PKK, 
had claimed 3.000 lives in ro 
campaign of terrorism in south- 
eastern Turks v. 

The PKK. or Kurdish Labour 
arty, has been fighting a guerril- 
la war in the region since 19S4 rot 
an independent state. 

But the report also said secur- 
ity forces trying to suppress the 
PKK used excessive force against 
noncombatants. 

The report also mentioned 
that Turkey’s new coalition goy»- 
emment, which came to power in 
November, has vowed to improve 
the country's human rights re- 
cord. 

Premier Suleyman Derrurel has 
called torture a crime against 
humanity. 


Mitterrand’s heart sank when he heard Habash was in Paris 


NEW YORK (R) — When 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand discovered that Palesti- 
nian leader George Habash had 
been admitted to a Paris clinic for 
treatment for a stroke, his heart 
sank. 

“When we found out, it took 
just 10 seconds to realise what 
this meant," Mr. Mitterrand told 
journalists on Friday eo route to 
New York for a summit meeting 
of the United Nations Security 
Council. 

The only thing Mitterrand 
could say was: “They’re crazy.” 

They were the two top foreign 
ministry civil servants who — 
according to the official version 
— alone took the decision to 
admit the leader of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 


of Palestine (PFLP) from Tunis 
on Wednesday. 

Mitterrand and his Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, on a 
state visit to the Gulf Arab state 
of Oman at the time, said they 
were never consulted. 

The affair has turned into a 
major embarrassment for the 
French government, with Israel 
threatening to lodge a complaint 
and opposition leaders deman- 
ding the resignation of Dumas, 
Prime Minister Edith Cresson 
and Interior Minister Philippe 
March and. 

The two foreign ministry offi- 
cials — Chief of Staff Francois 
Scheer and top policy adviser 
Bernard Kessedjian — resigned 
on Thursday along wrath a senior 


interior ministry aide. 

The head of the French Red 
Cross, Georgina Dnfoix, gave up 
her role as adviser to the presi- 
dent on drug abuse. 

“It's a catastrophe to have lost 
die two men (Scheer and Kessed- 
jian),” said Mitterrand, in talka- 
tive mood aboard the presidential 
Concorde.- “But a mistake was 
made.” 

Mr. Dumas, accompanying 
President Mitterrand to New 
York, said Mr. Scheer had acted 
sincerely in offering help to a side- 
man, regardless of his past. Mr. 
Habash’s group pioneered the 
airline hijack and launched repe- 
ated attacks on civilians in the 
late 1960s and early 1970k. 

Mr. Scheer and Mr. Kessedjian 


bad thought it was just a routine 
matter, the kind of issue on which 
they make decisions 200 times a 
day, and never drought to consult 
their superiors, Mr. Dumas said. 

“But (Scheer) didn't think in 
political terms," Mr. Dumas 
commented. “This was Habash.” 

Mr. Habash’s wife. He! da, de- 
nied. on Friday that her husband 
had suffered a stroke, insisting be 
had gond to France for a routine 
check-up 

The affair has revealed confu- 
sion, lack of foresight and failure 
to communicate amid govern- 
ment ranks. 

Opposition politicians say that 
even if the politicians did not 
know what was going on. they 
still have some troubling ques- 


tions to answer about the be- 
haviour of their civil service. 

According to senior politick 
sources in Paris, the senior tiv9 
servant at Mitterrand's Elysee 
Palace only found out about 
Habash’s imminent arrival on 
Wednesday from someone out- 
side the government. He did not 
pass on the information. 

The same sources said Cresson 
was so angry about the affair she 
had asked Mitterrand for the 
resignations of Mr. Dumas and 
Mr. Marchand. Mitterrand 
turned down her demand. 

There were even rumours Mr. 
Dumas had tendered his own 
resignation. But the foreign 
minister swiftly denied them. 

“Me? It’s out of the qustion,” 
Mr. Dumas said. 


France long entangled in Middle East conflict 


By Bernard Edinger 
Reuter 

PARIS — France’s quest for a 
political role in the Middle 
East has frequently embroiled 
it in the region's intractable 
feuds, making it a target for 
gunmen and hostage-takers. 

This week's furore over the 
admission of Palestinian leader 
George Habash to Paris for 
medical treatment is only the 
latest in a long series of French 
entanglements with Lebanon, 
Libya, Iran and the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

The leader of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine is not the first con- 
troversial Middle East figure to 
strain French hospitality. 

Only last August, exiled for- 
mer Iranian Prime Minister 


Shapour Bakhtiar was mur- 
dered in a Paris suburb. A 
French judge has implicated 
Iranian authorities in the kill- 
ing. causing strain with 
Tehran. 

Iran, whose revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini found refuge in 
France before he overthrew 
the Shah in 1979, blamed Paris 
for arming and bankrolling 
Iraq during their 1980s war. 
Iranian-backed groups seized 
French hostages m Beirut to 
press Tehran's demands for an 
end to French aid for Baghdad. 

Israel and its supporters ac- 
cuse the French, whose empire 
once included Lebanon, Syria, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, 
of pursuing a relentlessly pro- 
Arab policy for mercantile as 
well as strategic reasons. 


But radical Arab and Islamic 
states accuse Paris of bias 
against them, notably in its 
longstanding support for Leba- 
non’s Christians. 

France's involvement began 
nearly 1,000 years ago with the 
Crusaders’ Latin kingdom of 
Jerusalem. French knights dot- 
ted the region with castles 
whose ruins still carry such 
French names as Beaufort and 
Belvoir. 


arms supplier and political ally 
for more than a decade, Paris 
dramatically switched sides in 
1967 in an avowed quest for 
cheap oil and rich customers. 

It has since been in the 
vanguard of West European 
countries backing Arab causes 
and advocating die creation of 
an independent Palestinian 
Arab state alongside Israel. 

The policy has created major 
headaches for successive 
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But Fraqgf’s role as tradi- 
tional protector of Middle East 
Christian communities, which 
often led it to be viewed as an 
oppressor of Muslims, has 
change^ in the past quarter 
century. 

After being Israel's mam 


French governments. 

It brought them into colli- 
sion with the United States, 
winch resented French claims 
to a major regional role, and 
sometimes with French public 
opinion and the Christians 
against the Muslims in Leba- 


non's unending conflicts. 

Pro-Arab policies did not 
shield France from Middle 
East violence. Paris was the 
scene throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s of shootings and 
bomb attacks by radical Arab 
and Iranian organisations. 

They culminated in a 1985- 
1986 haphazard bombing cam- 
paign in public places which 
killed some two dozen people 
and created a psychosis in the 
French capital. 

Ties with Arab Middle East 
states were, however, big busi- 
ness for French industry — 
especially those manufacturing 
arms — and resulted in France 
becoming the world's third 
largest weapons exporter after 
the United States and former 
Soviet Union. 


That policy has sometimes 
strange results and French 
troops fighting alongside the 
allied coalition in the Gulf war 
found they shared the same 
equipment as their Iraqi ene- 
mies. 

French officers were galled 
that the Iraqis bad more up-to- 
date French gear. 

Pans still prides itself oct 
being close to Lebanon's 
French-speaking Christians. 
Former Lebanese leaders 
Genera! Michel Aoun and ex- 
president Amin Gemayel live 
here in exile. 

Paris’ ties with the Maro- 
nites also led to clashes with 
Iran, culminating in attacks 
apmst French peace-keeping 
forces in Lebanon by Tehran- 
backed Lebanon Shiite guerril- 
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Bridging the gap: American and Jordanian 
students exchange views on the region and its people 


By Nidal M. Ib rahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of Amer- 
ican students currently on a tour 
Of the Middle East engaged in 
sonic lively debate with their 
Arab counterparts at die Ortho- 
dox Gob Friday. 

' The event, designed to ac- 
quaint the students with the 
Orthodox Gob, the Orthodox 
community's role in Jordan and 
the Kingdom's positions on the 
Gtilf war and other regional 
issues, was attended by a sparse 
crowd of mostly young people. 

The students, from Eastern 
Meanonite College in Harrison- 
burg, Virginia, heard a lecture by 
officials concerning Jordan, the 
Middle East and the ongoing 
peace process. 

. Jordanians, on the other hand, 
were treated to a lecture given by 
•Calvin Sbenk, a professor of reli- 
gious studies at the American 
(School, on Mennonite teachings, 
■beliefs and actions during the 
Gulf war. . 

"We’re in Jordan because we 
want to know more of Eastern 
’forms of the Christian faith," Mr. 
'Sbenk said. “We’re here also 
'because many Palestinians live 
Tic re and they have their perspec- 
tive on the (Gulf) crisis..." 

Reflecting on the U.S.-led 
allied drive to evict Iraq from 
Kuwait, Mr. Shenk said “we 
know our nation caused great 
pain to you and your neighbours 
and some distress in some of us." 
‘ The Mennonite community is 
opposed to the ongoing embargo 


on Iraq because if feels that the 
“denial of food to pressure" 
countries is not acceptable, said 
Jerry Martin, the Mennonite 
Centr al Co mmittee member who 
represents the community in Jor- 
dan. 

For his part, Mr. Shenk said he 
sent a letter to U.S. President 
George Bush expressing his 
opposition to the war and the 
embargo. In addition, the com- 
munity sent milk powder to Iraq 
to demonstrate its opposition to 
the embargo. 

The Mennonite school also 
held a “peace sabbath” on the 
day the allies started their mas- 
sive bombing campaign against 
Iraq. According to Mr. Shenk, 
classes were cancelled on the 
occasion. 

By for the most lively part of 
the evening occurred during the 
question and answer session, 
when students exchanged views. 
Arabs for the most part, tried to 
downplay the turbulent history of 
the region and concentrated on 
the social aspects of Israeli ac- 
tions, the Gulf war and the con- 
tinuing U.N. -sanctioned embargo 
on Iraq. 

The question that drew the 
most attention, with about five 
people offering to answer, was 
asked by John Atkins, a 21-year- 
old Sociology major. “When the 
West Bank was under Jordanian 
rule, why didn’t the Jordanian 
government grant independence 
to the West Bank?" he asked. 

The question caused a stir 
among the about 80 people in tbe 
audience as four or five people 


requested that they be allowed to 
answer the question. Raja Anab, 
a member of the club but not on 
tbe panel, stood up from his 
position in the audience and 
answered that “here in Jordan, 
there is no difference between a 
Palestinian and a Jordanian.” 

On tbe other band, in some 
Arab countries, be named 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia as ex- 
amples, Palestinians are treated 
as second, third and even fourth 
class citizens. “Basically, in Jor- 
dan at least the Palestinians are 
treated on equal footing ... with 
Jordanians,” he said. 

Another audience member 
who took the floor gave a more 
direct answer to the question. 
“When the West Bank was under 
the rule of Jordan, it was not an 
occupation." be said. “It’s diffe- 
rent being under the rule of Israel 
under occupation." Jordanians 
and Palestinians, be continued, 
share the same culture, beliefs 
and values. The American stu- 
dents, in general, admitted that 
they knew relatively little of tbe 
region, its history, culture and 
religions. For the most part, 
however, many displayed an 
eagerness and interest in learn- 
ing. 

“In die U.S. before tbe Gulf 
war, there was a lot of ignorance 
of tbe whole (Arab-Israeli) 
issue/’ said Dan Schenk, a 21- 
year-old Computer Science ma- 
jor. 

The group, with about 31 stu- 
dents, wants to learn more, he 
said. “This is what this whole trip 
is about." 


Another student, Kara Han- 
zer, said the history of American 
support for Isrcfel, coupled with 
tbe strong organised efforts of the 
Jewish community in the U.S. to 
publicise Israel’s positions, leads 
many Americans to have an 
understanding of the region’s 
problems through an Israeli pers- 
pective. “(We) bave heard more 
of Israel’s problems and our atti- 
tudes reflect the needs of the 
Israelis rather than the needs of 
Arabs." the 19-year-old English 
major said. 

Some of the students, in citing 
this lack of information from the 
Arab perspective, blamed Arabs 
in general and Arab-Americans 
in particular for foiling to com- 
municate their views. 

“I thin lc they don’t stand up as 
much as (the Jewish community), 
Ms. Hartzer said. “They don’t 
defend their people as much — " 

Tbe students arrived in Am- 
man Friday from Cairo where 
they had spent two and a half 
weeks. Despite being in the re- 
gion for such a short time, some 
students said they had already 
gained a new perspective of the 
people and their problems, dis- 
pelling some basic stereotypes. 
For example, said Kim Van- 
Donk, before the trip she was 
under tbe impression that all 
Arabs were Muslims. 

The students are scheduled to 
be in Jordan for one week during 
which they will visit Jerash, Petra 
and other sites. They are then 
scheduled to travel to the West 
Bank. 


Jordanian, French tourism ministers 
inaugurate new information system 



Jamal Sarainfe l; 

Communications 


minister 

tours 

TCC 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Communications Jamal Saraireh 
visited the '•peration room of the 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) where he inspected 
the work carried out by the cor- 
poration's technical teams. 

Mr. Saraireh issued directives 
to officials at the corporation to 
undertake all the necessary mea- 
sures to guarantee normal work 
procedures and called on them to 
exert -more efforts to provide 
telephone services to citizens all 
over the Kingdom, particularly in 
the stormy weather prevailing in 
tbe Kingdom. 

The minister said that all the 
TOCs machines and equipment 
are operating as usual and 
affirmed that no problems or 
technical failures took place 
Saturday. 

Mr. Saraireh told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that no 
'major damages were repotted in 
telephone lines in the Kingdom 
Saturday. He added that some 
k minor failures took place during 
the day. 

n 

House to 
discuss 
worsening 
unemployment 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is due to 
meet today under the chair- 
manship of its speaker, Abdul 
Uatif Arabiyat, and in the pre- 
sence of the Cabinet led by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
to discuss a host of questions and 
amendments to laws. 

One of the sensitive issues to 
be tackled is a suggestion by 11 
deputies for the creation of a 
parliamentary committee to deal 
with- die worsening unemploy- 
ment situation in the Kingdom 
and its negative impact on socie- 
ty- Tbe 11 deputies had. suggested 
that the committee should in- 
vestigate the unemployment 
problem and offer proposed solu- 
tions. 

According to parliament 
50uiees, the Lower House will 
also review a Financial Commit- 
tee repent about a loan from 
France to Jordan to finance the 
of French services and 
goods. Tire loan totals 120 million 
francs. 


By Serene Hafosa 
and Saeda kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the first time 
in the Middle East, a developed 
telecommunications system 
was inaugurated Saturday by 
French and Jordanian tourist 
ministers as part of a bilateral 
agreement between the two 
countries. 

“In the context of coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries. France r with the good 
relations it has and is develop- 
ing with Jordan, has found a 
good opportunity to introduce 
this system in Jordan," said 
French Minister of Tourism 
Jean Michel Baylet. 

Mini tel. an information sys- 
tem by which tourists will be 
able to gather information on 
various topics and sites in Jor- 
dan is being introduced as part 
of an agreement signed in 
1988. At first, the French gov- 
ernment is donating to Jordan 
40 Minitel devices which will 
operate mainly in hotels. 

The equipment, a present 
from tbe French government, 
will be connected through the 
telephone communication sys- 
tem to a central computer 
based at the Ministry of Tour- 
ism. 

Visitors at the airport, hotels 
or tourist sites will obtain all 
necessary information about 
Jordan on a little screen. By 
dialing No. 613101, screen own- 
ers will have access to the 
information data base in the 
Ministry of Tourism. 

The ministry feeds the com- 
puter information on educa- 
tion, economy, culture, history 
and other things, especially de- 
tailed information on tourist 
sites. The information will be 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Tourism and the Italian Tour- 
ist and Travel Agents Association 
signed an agreement in Amman 
Saturday on organising a general 
conference for Italian tourist and 
travel agents in Amman in April. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
nearly 1,000 agents representing 
airlines, parliament, government 
and the media in Italy will take 
part in the conference scheduled 
April 1-5, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The conference is due to dis- 
cuss a number of questions re- 
lated to tourism at tbe interna- 
tional level and means of helping 
Jordan promote its tourism indus- 
try and increase the volume of 
tourist groups arriving in tbe 
Kingdom, according to Petra. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Tourism Yana! Hik- 
ma( and the head of the Italian 
Tourist and Travel Agents Asso- 
ciation. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Tourism has already embarked 
on preparations for the upcoming 
conference which, Petra said, will 
be beneficial to the Kingdom at the 


continuously revised. 

Tbe Minitel has other uses 
which will be introduced with 
time, officials said. 

“We have already intro- 
duced the basic information 
about Jordan's touristic sites as 
well as general information 
concerning Jordan." said Rana 
Safadi, an employee at the 
Ministry of Tourism who is 
. responsible for £vci$eeing the; 
.. Mmitel programme. “We wflj; 
update and add the informal 
tion when necessary." 

In France, tbe Minitel, with 
about six million subscribers 
registered as of the end of 
1991, serves as a basic means 
to information , officials said. 
The system has been expanded 
in France to allow subscribers 
to obtain addresses, telephone 
numbers and even fax and 
telex numbers of almost any- 
one or any place in the coun- 
try. It has also commercial uses 
by which subscribers can get 
information about their bank 
accounts as well as being able 
to buy and reserve travel tick- 
ets. 

Also in France, the Minitel 
is being used for entertainment 
purposes, with people playing 
different games on the screens. 
It also serves as a mean to get 
updated press info r m ation that 
is distributed by press agen- 
cies. 

The introduction of Minitel. 
while representing an increase 
in cooperation between France 
and Jordan in tourism-related 
fields, does not mark tbe only 
expansion in such cooperation. 
An agreement was signed by 
Minister of Tourism YanaJ 
Hikmat and tbe visiting French 
minister Saturday to further 
enhance cooperation between 


information and tourism levels. 

Petra said that die ministry has 
set up several committees repre- 
senting tbe private and the public 
sectors to prepare for the upcom- 
ing conference and ensure its 
success. Tbe committee has 
adopted a wide-ranging program- 
me for the Italian visitors, taking 
them to tourist and archaeologic- 
al sites with a view to orienting 
them on the treasures of Jordan. 

Tbe conference, according to 
Ministry of Tourism officials, will 
greatly boost Jordan’s position in 
tourism in tbe wake of the Gulf 


the two countries. 

At an inauguration cere- 
mony, Mr. Hikmat thanked 
tbe French government and its 
representatives and expressed 
hope that both sides would 
increase the level of coopera- 
tion. 

“We hope that .this will 
farther the cooperation be- 
tween our countries as 'laid 
down by their wise lead- 
ecshf Mr. Hikmat said m an 
address to a. group of Jorda- 
nian and French businessmen. 

The French minister, whose 
visit comes in response to an 
invitation extended by the 
Jordanian government, said 
that tourism has become an 
important sector in France. He 
called on both sides to estab- 
lish a dose system of coopera- 
tion and an “accord of under- 
standing." 

The agreement between the 
two sides paves the ground for 
further cooperation in the field 
of tourism through setting up 
programmes that include hold- 
ing exhibitions, scholarships 
and exchanging experts. 

Following the ceremony, the 
two ministers held talks in the 
presence of a number of 
businessmen from Jordan and 
France as well as the president 
of the Aqaba Regional Au- 
thority, the director general of 
Royal Jordanian Airlines and 
representatives from the tour- 
ism sector in Jordan. 

Tbe discussions focused on 
pinpointing the priorities for 
promoting tourism and ways to 
set up joint touristic invest- 
ment projects. 

The French minister is ex- 
pected to leave Jordan Sunday, 
ending a two-day visit to the 
Kingdom. 


crisis, during which tourism prac- 
tically stopped in the whole re- 
gion. 

Tbe officials noted that over 
the past few months, the King- 
dom witnessed the arrival of large 
groups of tourists from Europe.' 
especially those heading towards 
the Aqaba sea side resort. 

Petra said that the conference 
will open tbe way for Jordanian 
tourist and travel agents to meet 
with their Italian colleagues and 
discuss tourism marketing in 
Europe and other places of the 


world. 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

☆ EriubMon of paintings by Iraqi artist Mahmoud A1 Obeidi at 
Alia Art Gallery. 

THEATRE 

| i* Arabic play entitled “Gelgamesh” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


Italian, association, Tourism Ministry officials 
agree to hold conference in Amman 


Privatisation, economic rastrasturin 
keys to future growth, official says 


By Isam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government is 
planning a comprehensive econo- 
mic and social strategy that will 
benefit all sectors in the Kingdom 
and wilt take into account the 
country’s resources and the 
ongoing economic restructuring 
programme agreed on with tbe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), according to Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport Aii Suheimat. 

The government will start by 
stimulating general investments 
in various sectors, whether those 
that had already achieved estab- 
lished themselves or those which 
are just starting. There are also 
plans to promote the free zones 
and the industrial cities, offering 
them further incentives and giv- 
ing more exemptions to investors 
who establish businesses outside 
densely populated areas, Mr. 
Suheimat said. 

Economic and social planning 
and tbe implementation of de- 
velopment programmes had to be 
halted in die past in view of 
economic circumstances affecting 
the country since 1988 and the 
subsequent events that led to the 
devaluation of the Jordanian di- 
nar against foreign currencies as 
well as the accumulating deficit in 
the fiscal budgets and foreign 
debts, said Mr. Suheimat. 

The present government feels 
that besides pursuing the econo- 
mic restructuring programme, 
there is need to embark on a 
social development plan taking 
into account fair distribution of 
benefits and economic activities 
around the various govemorates, 
said Mr. Suheimat. 

The government will go ahead 
as planned in implementing pub- 
lic administration reforms to im- 
prove and modernise the func- 
tions of government offices, 
according to the minister. In 
striving to implement these prog- 



Ali Suheimat 


rammes, the minister noted, Jor- 
dan is helped by the presence of a 
highly skilled workforce which 
can offset part Of the disadvan- 
tages of having limited resources. 

Jordan’s central geographical 
location also helps it to play a 
vital role in stimulating economic 
activities at the regional level, he 
added. 

For this reason, Mr. Suheimat 
said. Jordan stands a good chance 
of attracting investors provided 
the present legislations concern- 
ing investments are amended and 
that routine and complicated pro- 
cedures facing investors are re- 
duced. 

Hie minister said that the gov- 
ernment is currently reconsider- 
ing the existing law on encourag- 
ing investments with a view to 
reaching areas which still lack 
proper attention. 

At the same time, the govern- 
ment is going ahead with plans to 
raise the standard and efficiency 
of service sectors like telecom- 
munications services needed by 
businessmen and economic in- 
stitutions. he said. 

The expansion of the free 
zones and industrial cities will 
open the way for more investors 
to come from abroad and at the 
same time help job seekers to 


find employment in the rural, 
urban and badia regions where 
different investments can be 
started, Mr. Suheimat said. 

In reply to a question about the 
government's plans on land trans- 
port, Mr. Suheimat said that the 
country's economy depends to a 
large extent on its road networks, 
and attention is being directed at 
present towards providing protec- - 
tion to these roads. The govern- 
ment will use approved alloca- 
tions to rebuild or expand roads, 
improve airport services and ca- 
ter to the needs of development 
in the transport services in gener- 
al, said the minister. 

He announced that serious stu- 
dies are underway to transform 
part of the Aqaba port into a free 
zone area. Indeed. Aqaba, the 
main sea outlet for Jordan, is 
instrumental in promoting the 
national economy since all 
import/export services are con- 
ducted through Aqaba harbour 
and Jordan's fertiliser, cement, 
phosphate and potash are being 
exported through this port, the 
minister added. 

There are unlimited benefits 
from this project and it is hoped 
that Aqaba would attract more 
investments in the free zone and 
more manpower will be em- 
ployed. creating jobs, said Mr. 
Suheimat. 

Referring to the railways in 
Jordan in general and the Hijaz 
railway line in particular, the 
• minister expressed the view that 
efforts to stimulate the Hijaz a 
railway cannot be fruitful without 
cooperation with neighbouring 
countries through which the line 
passes, namely Syria and Saudi 
Arabia. 

However, the Aqaba railway 
extension is being expanded since 
it carries phosphate from the 
mines in the south of Jordan to 
Aqaba for transport. At present, 
the government is discussing with 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Company (JPMC) the prospect ■- 
extending the railway line 
Shideich mines to increase titc 
volume of exported phosphate 
rock. It is to be coupled with m 
expansion of the storage fucintiv:- 
at Aqaba port itself, the mir.isttr 

noted. 

With reference to Royal joroj.- 
man (RJ). the national airline, 
the minister admitted that it was 
continuing to face difficulties, 
and the government was studying 
its problems to identify th-.' 
sources of these difficulties with 
view to finding appropriate solu- 
tions for them. 

It is hoped that a soliu plan w i‘.“ 
be implemented to deal with Rj"* 
various issues and points of weak- 
ness so that it can pursue it. : 
mission and enhance the nation.-! 
economy, said Mr. Suheimar. rlr 
said that the government hopes 
privatise RJ In the long run. cs: 
such step takes complicated proc- 
edures. 

With regard to the Pubfi. 
Transport Corporation (PTC 
which operates buses in Ammar. 
and surrounding regions, tl'.t 
minister said that the PTC. whicr. 
started in the early 1970s. w as 
planned for the Amman regie, 
alone. But in new of the expan- 
sion. the PTC will commission a 
number of areas to the private 
sector so as to provide transport 
services to the public. 

The government plans to gra- 
dually offer the private sector rnz 
task of public transport but the 
PTC is taking time to find efF- 
rient transport companies wt/cn 
can shoulder this task and ensure 
its continuation, the minister 
added. 

Gradually, he said, all the 
routes now used by the PTC wi:l 
be taken over by the priv-iJ 
transport companies whose op- 
erations would be monitored and 
controlled by the government to 
ensure the best services to tr.e 
public. 
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WINTER WONDERLAND? — While some 
Jordanians took time to enjoy the snow 
and built a snowman, others were trying to 
keep warm or deal with the flooding 
resulting from the heavy rains of the last 
few days (photos by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 
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Visa of new order 

THE FRENCH government played by the roles in deciding 
to free PFLP leader George H abash. It did not when its 
'authorities ordered Him detained while receiving medical 
treatment in France. 

The detention order had sent shock waves throughout the 
. Arab World alright. But beyond that it was of deep concern 
.to many jurists and statesmen in the whole world. Even 
’assuming the worst about the 65-year oM leader of the 
second largest PLO faction, the Popular Front for the 
( Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), there can be no lawftil cause 
for arresting or questioning him while legally present in 
France after obtaining the necessary permit from the 
concerned French authorities to enter their country to 
receive urgent medical treatment. 

What would be the s ignifican ce and implications of 
gr anting anybody an entry visa if after issuing it its bearer 
stands to be subject to detention, trial and posable 
incarceration for no offence committed while legally resi- 
dent in the conntry. No one had challenged the validity of 
'Dr. Habash’s entry visa or claimed it was fraudulently 
obtained. Had this been the case, we could have understood 
; an outcry about a very sick man seeking emergency medical 
attention in a very civilised country, noted for its high 
standards on human rights. But this was not the case. At a 
time when the international community has been trying to 
cultivate and nurture an active Palestinian Involvement in 
' the U.S.-sponsored peace process, the worst thing that could 
happen was to try to trick one Palestinian leader or another 
to accept safe haven and then apprehend him for prosecu- 
tion. Such a policy was bound to reinforce the forces of 
extremism in the Palestinian camp and render the continua- 
• tioa of Palestinian participation in the peace negotiations 
that much more in doubt. 

, If the developed world, which is supposed to set the 
standards for developing countries, is going to begin to Oout 
international norms and traditions, right, left and centre, 
then there is no hope whatsoever for the new international 
order to gain universal support. Apd if the Western outcry 
about terrorism is indeed genuine, why not begin with 
people like Yitzhak Shamir who by all Western accounts 
! .was among the hard core terrorists that ever roamed the 
surface of the earth? If they want more contemporary 

- terrorists, why not apprehend Ariel Sharon, who has been 

- confirmed as part and parcel of the Sabra and Shatila 
massacre? 

It would be a good idea to establish an international 
tribunal to seek out and punish aO those who had committed 
crimes against humanity. But to remain selective and biased 
in dealing with this grave issue would undermine the entire 
effort to bring terrorists and perpetrators of genocide to 
justice. 

Paris really had no choice but to free Dr. Habash as soon 
as be was declared fit to travel. Otherwise, the French 
capital stood to be accused of double standards that already 
tarnished more than enough the much acclaimed new world 
order. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily launched a bitter attack on France for 
detaining George *Habash. the Palestinian leader, noting that 
France itself had committed crimes and terrorist actions against 
nations of the world while Mr. Habash and his men have been 
fighting the occupation of their lands. Mr. Habash’s actions have 
been conducted within the framework of Palestinian resistance 
activity against the Israelis, but France’s terrorist actions were 
directed against innocent people around the world, said the 
paper. The French government hijacked a plane canying the 
leaders of the Algerian revolution, committed crimes against the 
Vietnamese and Algerian peoples and allowed Zionist agents to 
assassinate Arab leaders in France, the paper added. In the Gulf 
war, the French said that they would not attack Iraq, but would 
attack Iraqi forces in Kuwait to evict them from the emirate, it 
turned out that French war planes raided civilian targets, like 
hospitals and schools during the Gulf conflict, the paper pointed 
out. Now France is detaining an Arab leader who is unconscious 
and who has been allowed into Paris on humanitarian grounds, 
the paper continued. Should any harm occur to this dying man, 
what would the nations of the world think about a nation claiming 
to uphold fraternity and liberty, asked the paper. It said that it 
remains to be seen whether France would respond favourably to 
calls for changing its mind about its position and prove that Paris 
is the city of light liberity. culture and fraternity. 

i ’ 

Now that the Madrid, Washington and Moscow meetings over the 
"Middle East questions have ended without any results, the world's 
attention is being directed at Washington to see whether it would 
continue to support the Israeli stand, said Sawt A1 Shaab daily. 
Until, this moment, the Shamir government is going ahead with 
plans to set up settlements on Arab lands in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and until this minute, the U.S. has not taken a 
meaningful step to stop such an actions, said the paper. We can 
understand the reasons that stood behind Syria's refusal to take 
part in the Moscow parley and those that prevented the 
Palestinian delegation from participating in the talks, the paper 
continued. It said that the PLO, which represents the Palesti- 
nians, has expressed readiness to sign a peace treaty with Israel, 
should Israeli forces pull out from Arab land, the Arab countries 
have stated clearly their strong desire to follow suit and exchange 
land for peace. But instead of showing good intentions, Israel has 
escalated its malpractices against the Palestinians and stepped up 
its efforts to build more settlements on their land. Hie paper said 
mat it is Washington’s encouragement of Israel that promoted the 
latter to pursue its goals at a time when the Americans brag about 
the need for a peaceful settlement to be established on the basis of 
U.N. resolutions. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. FaM Al Fan** 


Why we need an IMF adjustment programme 


Jordan will be the 46th developing country to undergo an IMF 
approved programme for economic adjustment. The letter of 
intent which embodies the economic, fiscal and monetary policies 
and targets of the programme over seven years, 1992-1998. has 
already been issued by the Council of Ministers of Taber Al 
Masri’s outgoing government Furthermore, the Ministry of 
Finance has already embarked on the implementation of the 
programme by imposing consumption tax on local production 
which caused an outcry among private sector industrialists that 
reminded us of the outcry among drivers in April 1989, caused by 
a surprise rise in fuel prices, following the adoption of the first 
phase of the IMF programme. 

Naturally, the IMF programme is not popular. People don’t 
like to make sacrifices and five within or below their means if they 
can live at least for the time being beyond those means. The only 
way to convince reasonable people to accept an immediate 
sacrifice, and tolerate lower standard of living, is to show them 
that the alternative could be much worse. 

The political problem of the IMF programme is that the 
sacrifices are visible and come first, while the rewards are gradual 
and take time, and the people don’t know how bad is the 
alternative if we go on borrowing or inflating our way in buying 
time. 

In this respect, I would like to state some facts which should be 


tiie basis for our economic policy and decision m a k i ng at this 
stage: 

1. Jordan is debt ridden. Debt service in interest and principal 
would amount to $1.3 billion a year, i.e., over 100 per cent of 
commodity exports or 57 per cent of total earnings in foreign 
exchange. 

2. The above debt service burden is far beyond the capacity of 
the Jordanian economy. 

3. The lenders will not give us any form of refief or agree to 
forgo or reschedule their debt, or part of it, unless we have a 
convincing adjustment programme officially approved by the 
IMF. 

4. Even before debt service, oar foreign exchange earnings are 
(ess than enough to accommodate our basic needs for food, 
energy, raw material, equipment and spares and other essential 
services, unless we receive foreign grants and fresh loans, at least 
for few yean to come. 

5. The deficit in the budget could not be covered despite all the 
proper measures that can be taken to reduce expenditure and 
increase domestic revenue unless Jordan receives substantial 
foreign aid, at least for the remainder of tins decade. Even Saudi 
Arabia committed itself not to extend financial assistance except 
within the gni defines of sound economic policies as defined by the 


IMF the World Bank, and all industrial countries will 

Jordan has sound economic policies acceptable to 

al financial community. . P3CI -h , 

Based on the above fundamental facts, wlmb ran beeaaty 

proved and documented beyond doubt, official 

to undergo an IMF type programme formally and thneiv 

and popular determination in canying it out m a timely 

“i^dly, the contents of the programme arc saennfk and 

sound. If the IMF programme was not imposed Qnv&oatoi 

necessity we should impose it on ourselves by our 

I^Sfaat delayed or prevented such 

tion were nothing but the lack of will on behalf P<4 

and leaders who prefer short tenn cheap Popubn^ 

over safeguarding the future viability of the eco y 

TaLt-SETi .dvised - » 

bStof it. The stream is not reversable. and it is 

and practical for decision makers to be in harmony with the trend 

rather than swimming against it. 


Nuclear deterrence, pro and con 


By Alon Pinkas 

ISRAEL'S national security jar- 
gon is laden witth a rich variety of 
cliches that dominate public dis- 
course and official statements 
alike. “Masada shall not fall 
again... Arabs understand only 
force... The reason is, of course, 
antisemitism," or “It's a security 
issue" are but samples from a 
long and widely-used — and 
abused — fist. 

This unofficial book of useful 
and handy quotes also contains 
an entry on nuclear weapons and 
policy: “Israel will not be the first 
country to introduce nuclear 
weapons to the Middle East." 

If the exact meaning and con- 
sequence of this posture is un- 
clear or ambiguous to the reader, 
then the policy has succeeded. 
Israel's stance on the nuclear 
issue was designed and perfected 
over the years to achieve precise- 
ly this kind of confusion and a 
sense of vague intentions premis- 
ed on unclear information. In 
strategic terminology, it is called 
tacit, or implicit, deterrence. 

This fine of argumentation, ex- 
plicitly stating that Israel will not 
introduce the bomb unless some- 
one else precedes it in doing so, is 
not merely an exposition of 
Israel’s policy: it is Israel's nuc- 
lear strategy and doctrine. 

What yon see (actually, you 
never did), and what you hear 
and find difficult to construe, is 
essentially what yon get. Israel 
has never admitted that it has 
nuclear weapons, bnt never 
bothered to deny foreign reports, 
such as the London International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, or 
former U.S. president Richard 
Nixon’s recent remark that, 
based on the information he was 
exposed to while in the White 
House, Israel has nudear capabi- 
lities. 

White the world would like to 
know whether or not Israel has 
nuclear arms at its disposal, as far 
’as Israeli strategic deterrence is 
concerned the real issue is- 
whether this policy of vagueness 
is prudent. The question is, 
hypothetically, should Israel 
come out and declare that it has 
an unspecified nuclear capability, 
and thus throw the Arab World 
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into disarray, or. conversely, 
maintain the current facade? * 

It is very difficult to conduct a 
serious debale op the nudear 
issue in a country where “radia- 
tion" (krina in Hebrew) is a 
damaging natural phenomenon 
that sunba there should avoid and 
“second strike" is a rebound shot 
at goal following a successful save 
by the goalkeeper. 

The primary elements in nuc- 
lear deterrence are the willing- 
ness to use this mass-destruction 
weapon to dissuade the enemy 
from belligerent actions and to 
maintain a “second strike capa- 
bility," i.e., the ability to retaliate 
against a first strike. 

In Israel's case, the above com- 
ponents do not apply. 

Assuming that Israel officially 
declares that it has nudear capa- 
bility, it will then need to define 
the threshold of use, thus constri- 
cting its manoeuvering room. 
What if it does not deter the 


Arabs from initiating a conven- 
tional war? Does Israel employ 
nudear weapons in retaliation? 

Is the escalation effective in 
attaining more security or any 
other political goal? 

If It is intended only as a 
second strike, the Arabs first 
have to acquire the nudear op- 
tion. Theoretically, this could 
lead to a balance of deterrence 
and equilibrium not dissimilar to 
the one that existed between the 
U.S. and the USSR, and main- 
tained peace since 1949, when the 
Soviets detonated their first ato- 
mic bomb. 

The most common raison d’e- 
tre for using nudear weapons in a 
hypothetical scenario is the case 
of virtual existential annihilation. 
In other words, die and take the 
Philistines with yon. 

Philosophically, it has no utility 
value and is thus a fallacy. Politi- 
cally. it is worthless and satisfies 
only the urge for revenge. More 


importantly, it can be achieved by 
conventional means. The bomb- 
ing of Tokyo or Dresden in the 
World War II did more damage 
than the atomic bomb on Hiroshi- 
ma. So what is the point of having 
nodear capability if you do not 
intend to use it and it bas no 
convertible military value m the 
event that it is used? 

The answer is that it is nor 
perceived in this dinical and 
theoretical way by either Israel or 
the Arab World. As long as the 
Arab strategic objective is per- 
ceived by Israel as its ultimate 
destruction, nudear weapons — 
hypothetically — are an insur- 
ance policy that should suffice to 
convince the Arabs that the cost 
will outweigh the effectiveness. 

And as long as the Arabs per- 
ceive Israel as potentially consti- 
tuting a nudear threat, whose 
behaviour cannot be predicted or 
anticipated, they may think twice 
before implementing a military 


grand strategy. 

This tacit understanding is pre- 
dicated on perceptions, and is 
attainable through the smoke- 
screen policy Israel has formu- 
lated. For all die Arabs know, 
Israel may not have any nudear 
weapons. But by taking an Amer- 
ican president seriously they must 
think it has; this renders an ambi- 
guous and potentially unpredict- 
able Israel an even greater deter- 
ring and looming specter. 

However, the issue of explidt 
or implicit nudear doctrine is not 
confined to the realm of strategic 
and deterrence theory. There are 
very contemporary political con- 
siderations and implications for 
Israel. Generally, the issue re- 
volves around the potent dangers 
of the Middle East undergoing 
nuclearisation. 

The Arab World, and the Mus- 
lim World in general, approach 
the acquisition of nudear capabi- 
lities through a global perspec- 
tive. For them, the bomb is the 


great equaliser. lifting their dout 
to parity with that of the 
“North," i.e.. the industrialised 
Western and other rich and 

technologically-advanced coun- 
tries. 

The U.S. and Western Europe 
are not interested in the destabi- 
lising effects a ruicleansed Middle 
East may have on the internation- 
al system. So preventing prolif- 
eration is a top priority. The 
Arabs demand that Israel be the 
first candidate for supervision 
and inspection, because, they 
content, it is the only country in 
the region with nuclear capabili- 
ties. 

Thus, if Israel admits (o posses- 
sing nuclear capability it exposes 
and renders itself vulnerable to 
international pressure. This is the 
reason why Egypt, ironically as it 
may seem to some, advocates an 
open-cards policy on the nuclear 
issue. By doing that, it may drive 
a wedge between Israel and the 
U.S. Congress which by law is 
required to relinquish aid to 
“nuclear countries" that have not 
signed the 1968 Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Israel never signed that 
treaty, despite U.S. pressures to 
do so. 

Israel, on the other hand, is 
saying that Libya. Iraq and Iran 
should be the countries under 
inspection, because they have 
previously threatened to use nuc- 
lear weapons if acquired. Only 
when the region creates a conven- 
tional arms control regime, could 
the denuclearisation phase be dis- 
cussed. In the meantime, Israel 
will not be the first to introduce 
nudear weapons to the region, so 
goes the offidaJ line, reflecting a 
solid consensus. 

A policy of explicit nudear 
deterrence has its advantages, but 
in the final analysis, both 
strategic and political. Israel can 
only lose in embradng such a 
posture. Conventional deterrence 
has so far provided the goods in a 
relatively successful way; not de- 
terring war, but making it costly 
for the Arabs. 

There are ample, conventional 
means to make the price exorbi- 
tantly high, and nudear deterr- 
ence should be kept as a per- 
ceived last resort — or not — The 
Jerusalem Post. 


Text of final declaration for U.N. summit 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Fol- 
lowing is the text of a final 
declaration approved by 15 world 
leaders at Friday’s first-ever 
Security Coundl summit. 

It was read by British Prime 
Minister John Major, this 
month’s rotating president of the 
Security Coundl: 

THE MEMBERS of the Secur- 
ity Coundl have authorised me to 
make the following statement on 
their behalf. 

The Security CbunciJ met at 
the headquarters of the United 
Nations in New York on 31 Janu- 
ary 1992, for the first time at the 
level of heads of state and gov- 
ernment. The members of the 
coundl considered, within the 
framework of their commitment 
to the United Nations charter," 
the responsibility of the Security 
Council in the maintenance of 
international peace and secur- 
ity.” 

The members of the Security 
Coundl consider that their meet- 
ing is a timely recognition of the 
fact that there are new favourable 
international circumstances 
under which the Security Coundl 
has begun to fulfil more effective- 
ly its primary responsibility for 
the maintenance of international 
peace and security. 


A time of change 

This meeting takes places at a 
time of momentous change. The 
ending of the cold war has raised 
hopes for a safer, more equitable 
'and more human world. Rapid 
progress has been made, in many 


regions of the world, towards 
democracy and responsive forms 
of governments, as well as to- 
wards achieving the purposes set 
out in the charter. The comple- 
tion of the dismantling of apar- 
theid in South Africa would con- 
stitute a major contribution to 
these purposes and positive 
trends, including to the en- 
couragement of respect for hu- 
man rights and fundamental free- 
doms. 

Last year, under the authority < 
of the United Nations, the inter- 
national community succeeded in 
enabling Kuwait to regain its 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity, which it had lost as a 
result of Iraqi aggression. The 
resolutions adopted by the Secur- 
ity Council remain essential to 
the restoration of peace and sta- 
bility in the region and most be 
fully implemented. At the same 
time the members of the coundl 
are concerned by the humanita- 
rian situation of the innocent 
civilian population of Iraq. 

The members of the coundl 
support the Middle East peace 
process, facilitated by the Rus- 
sian Federation and the United 
States, and hope that it wQl be 
brought to a successful conclusion 
on the baas of coundl lesoCntiaas 
242 (1967) and 338 (1973). 

They welcome the role the 
United Nations bas been able to 
play under the charter in progress 
towards settling long-standing re- 
gional disputes, and will work for 
further progress towards their re- 
solution. They applaud the valu- 
able contribution being made by 
United Nations peace-keeping 


forces now operating in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and 
Europe. 

The merqfcprs of the coundl 
note that United Nations peace- 
keeping tasks have increased 
and broadened considerably in 
recent years. Election monitor- 
ing, human rights verification and 
the repatriation of refugees have 
in the settlement of some regional 
conflicts, at the request or with 
the agreement of the parties con- 
cerned, been integral parts of the 
Security Council’s effort to main- 
tain international peace ' and 
security. They welcome these de- 
velopments. 

The mem togs of foe coundl 
also recognise that change, 
however welcome, has brought 
new risks for stability and secur- 
ity. Some of the most acute prob- 
lems result from changes to state 
structures. The members of the 
coundl will encourage all efforts 
to help achieve peace, stability 
and cooperation during these 
changes. 

The international community 
therefore faces new challenges in 
the search for peace. All member 
states expect the United Nations 
to play a central role at this 
crucial stage. The members of the 
council stress the importance of 
strengthening and improving the 
United Nations to increase its 
effectiveness. They are deter- 
mined to assume fully their re- 
sponsibilities within the United 
Nations Organisation in the 
framework of the charter. 

The absence of war and milit- 
ary conflicts among states does 
not in itself ensure international 


peace and security. The non- 
military sources of instability in 
the economic, social, humanita- 
rian and ecological fields have 
become threats to peace and secur- 
ity. The United Nations mem- 
bership as a whole, working 
through the a p pro p riate bodies, 
needs to give the highest priority 
to the solution of these matters. 

C ommitinra l to cofertht security 

The members of the coundl 
pledge their commitment to inter- 
national law and to the United 
Nations charter. All disputes be- 
tween states should be peacefully 
resolved in accordance with the 
provisions of the charter. 

The members of the coundl 
reaffirm their commitment to die 
collective security s y stem of the 
charter to deal with threats to 
peace and to reverse acts of 


The members of die coundl 
express their deep concern oyer 
acts of international terrorism 
and emphasise the need for the 
international community to deal 
effectively with all such acts. 

Fw c c Bsa fc in g and peacekeeping 

To strengthen the effectiveness 
of these commitments, and in’ 
order that the Security Coundl 
should have the means to dis- 
charge its primary responsibility 
under the charter for the mainte- 
nance of international peaoe and 
security, the members of the 
council have dedded on the fol- 


lowing approach. 

They invite the secretary- 
general to prepare, for circulation 
to the members of the United 
Nations by 1 July 1992, his analy- 
sis and recommendations on ways 
of strengthening and making 
more efficient within* the 
framework and provision of the 
charter the capacity of the United 
Nations for preventive diploma- 
cy, for peacemaking and for 
peacekeeping. 

The secretary-general's analy- 
sis and recommendations could 
cover the role of the United 
Nations in identifying potential 
crises and areas of instability as 
well as the contribution to be 
made by regional organisations in 
accordance with chapter VIIT of 
the United Nations charter in 
helping the work of the coundl 
couW also cover the need 
for adequate resources, both 
material and financial The 
seCTeteiy-generaj might draw on 
tessons learned in recent United 
missions 

to recommend ways of makina 
more effective secretariat planning 
and operations. He could afcj 
oonsideT how greater use might 

5 ^ *°? d office ^Sd 

under the 

United Nations charter. 

“"""“P™*. arms control 
weapons of 
“*ss destruction 

•P°n»-biU«« of other or^'f 


the United Nations in the fields of 
disarmament, arms control and 
non-proliferation, reaffirm the 
crudal contribution which prog- 
ress in these areas can make to 
the maintenance of international 
peace and security. They express 
toeir commitment to take con- 
crete steps to enhance the effec- 
tiveness of the United Nations in 
these areas. . 

The members of the council 
underline the need for ail mem- 
. r states to fulfil their obHga* 
\ n relation to arms control 
at™ disarmament to prevent the 
proliferation in all its aspects of ■ 
«« weapons of mass d es tr u c tio n 
to avoid excessive and destabflis- ! 
mg accumulations and transfc» 
of arms and to resolve peacefully 
m accordance with the charter 
problems concerning these, 
matters threatening or d&vptiniU 
, maintenance of regional aou; 
ftiobal stability. They emphasise 
importance of the eariy rati* 
“cation and implementation by 
me states concerned of all inter- 
national and regional anus con- 
Xr.S^gements, espedaBy tte 
START and CFE trHrieT 
I he proliferation of all 
weapons of mass destruction con- 
tutes a threat to international. 

and security. The members 
“Ground! commit themselves 
working to prevent the spread 

t . 1 ?! 0 * 0 ^ related to the w* 
“®arch for or production of such 
**fPons and to take appropriate 
action to that end. 

On nuclear proliferation, they 

(Continued on poet 5) 
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Doctor pleads for stopping 
the killing of Iraqi children 


By Sense Hatesa 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two months after 
the Gulf wax ended, Afaq 
Taleb Abed, an 1 1-year-old 
boy from Karbala, in northern 
Iraq, was a regular child. One 
day be was playing with a toy . 
Or so be thought. The "toy" 
blew op and took his right 
forearm with it. 

He had severe internal 
bleeding and the doctors 
amputated what was left of his 
shattered arm. 

But he was lucky, compared 
to the many Iraqi children 
hurt, disabled or killed during 
the bombing and because of 
the ongoing sanctions. Afaq 
was one of 34 children transfer- 
red to Germany for treatment 
by a group of German doctors. 

After a successful operation, 
he received a prosthesis for the 
forearm. Today Afaq can func- 
tion normally with the use of 
die artificial hand. 

Dr. Margaret Fakhouri, a 
founding member of the 
German-based Essenea Doc- 
tor’s Initiative (EDI), was one 
of the sponsors of the program- 
me to help the children. 

EDI, founded in February 
1991 comprises seven doctors, 
five Germans and two Arabs, 
according to Dr. Fakhouri. It 
was founded for the sole pur- 
pose of helping civilians in 
Iraq, “mainly children who are 
suffering as a consequence of 
the ongoing United Nations 
embargo,” she said. 

Dr. Fakhouri, a pediatri- 
cian. worked at Saddam Chil- 
dren's Hospital in Baghdad till 
1982, when she moved with her 
Jordanian husband to Ger- 
many to bead the pediatric 
department at Elizabeth Hos- 
pital in Essenea. 

After visiting Iraq in March, 
July and December of last 
year. Dr. Fakhouri said she 
was convinced that urgent help 
was needed and embarked on a 


mission to save the lives of 
Iraqi children who were dying 
from dehydration, diarrhoea, 
infectious diseases and mal- 
nutrition. 

After acquiring permission 
from the United Nations repre- 
sentative in Iraq, Prince Sad- 
drudin Agha Khan, EDI was 
certified as a non- 
governmental organisation and 
was allowed to use a Russian 
cargo plane to fly in 40 tonnes 
of food and medione. she said. 

Dr. Fakhouri's humanitarian 
work did not stop in. Iraq. She 
toured many cities in Ger- 
many, where she spoke pas- 
sionately of the suffering of the 
civilians as a consequence of 
the war and the embargo, 
trying to rally support. 

Using slides showing mal- 
nourished and sick children. 
Dr. Fakhouri gave lectures ex- 
plaining the deterioration in 
the health system in Iraq. It is 
critical that officials be con- 
vinced of the need to im- 
mediatly lift the sanctions on 
Iraq in order to save the lives 
of innocent civilians, she would 
say. 

“Before (the war), Iraq was 
able to produce penicillin, 
ampicillin, and some other 
basic antibiotics,” said Dr. 
Fakhouri during a slide lecture 
she gave in Amman Tuesday. 
“With the war, production 
stopped, and (because of) the 
embargo no medicine, except 
through humanitarian help, 
(has) entered Iraq.” 

Speaking at the Internation- 
al Progress Organisation in 
Vienna, that discussed Iraq's 
human rights abuses. Dr. 
Fakhouri accused the U.N. 
and the entire international 
community of violating human 
rights in Iraq by continuing to 
enforce the U.N. -imposed 
embargo. 

“Even if the embargo were 
lifted now, the people and 
especially the children would 


suffer from this fora longtime, 
not to say all their lives ” Dr. 
Fakhouri said at the confer- 
ence. “It is right, as some 
called it, (that) we will have to 
speak to the post-Gulf war 
generation.” 

Dr. Fakhouri explained that 
the war destroyed the electrical 
infrastructure in Iraq. Because 
of this, she said, simple labora- 
tory tests cannot be conducted. 
The heavy allied bombing 
attack also cut electricity to 
refrigerators which were used 
to store medicines, damaging 
their contents. “In Iraq a good 
functioning health system ex- 
isted before the war with many 
health centres distributed 
throughout the country. There 
were special centres to give a 
full-scale vaccination program- 
me to the population, 11 Dr. 
Fakhouri said. “But now, with 
the embargo and war, no vac- 
cines are available anymore.” 

Renewing her appeal and 
call to save the lives of children 
in Iraq, Dr. Fakhouri said: “I 
am not a politician. I speak to 
you as a doctor and a human 
being, but I dare say that all 
laws stipulate that for people 
who kill by decision and in frill 
conscience the punishment 
should be stronger. 

“Don't yon agree with me, 
that the continuing of the 
embargo means the death or 
killing of children who are in- 
nocent everyday? I do not 
know on what laws, religion or 
other principles this is based. 
Here in the West we speak a 
lot of human rights. But what 
remains of human rights if you 
prevent people from living a 
normal life, from finding food 
and medicine? 

“I believe not one of us has 
the right to do this.... If every- 
one of us raises his voice 
against this situation, we could 
do something to stop the con- 
tinous killing of children,” she 
concluded. 


U.N. summit declaration 


(Continued from page 4) 


t 


note the importance of the deci- 
sion of many countries to adhere 
to the non-proliferation treaty 
and emphasise the integral role in 
the implementation of that treaty 
of fully effective IAEA safe- 
guards. as well as the importance 
of effective exports controls. The 
members of the council will take 
appropriate measures in the case 
of any violations notified to them 
by the IAEA. 

On chemical weapons, they 
support the efforts of the Geneva 
conference with a view to 
reaching agreement on the con- 
clusion, by the end of 1992, of a 
universal convention, including a 
verification regime, to prohibit 
chemical weapons. 

On conventional armaments, 
they note the general assembly's 
vote in favour of a United Na- 
tions register of amts transfers as 
a first step, and in this connection 


recognise the importance of all 
states providing all the informa- 
tion called for in the General 
Assembly's resolution. 

In conclusion the members of 
the Security Council affirm their 
determination to build on the 
initiative of their meeting in order 
to secure positive advances in 
promoting international peace 
and security. They agree that the 
United Nations secretary-general 
has a crucial role to play. The 
members of die council express 
their deep appreciation to the 
outgoing secretary-general, his 
excellency Mr: Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, for his outstanding con- 
tribution to the work of the Un- 
ited Nations, culminating in the 
signature of the El Salvador 
peace agreement. They welcome 
the new secretary-general, his ex- 
cellency Dr. Boutros Boutros 
GhaH, and note with satisfaction 
bis intention to strengthen and 


improve the functioning of the 
United Nations. They pledge 
their full support to him, and 
undertake to work closely with 
him and his staff in fulfilment of 
their shared objectives, including 
a more efficient and effective 
United Nations system. 

The members of the council 
agree that the world now has the 
best chance of achieving interna- 
tional peace and security since 
the foundation of the United 
Nations. They undertake to 
work, in dose cooperation with 
other United Nations member 
states in their efforts to achieve 
this, as well as to address urgently 
all the other problems, in particu- 
lar those of economic and social 
development, requiring the col- 
lective response of the interna- 
tional community .They recognise 
that peace and prosperity are 
indivisible and that lasting peace 
and stability require effective in- 
ternational cooperation for the 
eradication of poverty and the 
promotion of a better life for all 
in larger freedom. 


Algerian police 
hunt preachers 

(Continued from page 1) 

ment after he was ousted, could 
resign within days, said El Watan 
without citing sources. A ministe- 
rial shakeup would follow. 

The leftist newspaper Le Matin 
died fundamentalist sources as 
saying that Mr. Boudiaf was plan- 
ning to name a new head of 
government. 

It did not say who might re- 
place Mr. Ghozali, a Western- 
oriented technocrat and prime 
mover behind the economic re- 
forms undertaken since 1989 to 
shake up Algeria's moribund 
state-run economy. 

Mr. Ghozali was in Davos, 
Switzerland for the world econo- 
mic forum, an annual meeting of 
1.500 political and financial lead- 
ers. 

Meanwhile, Egypt signalled its 
clearest support yet for Algeria’s 
new leaders on Saturday by wel- 
coming the first member of the 
high council of state to travel 
abroad since it took power last 
month and cancelled democratic 
elections. 

Tedjini Haddam, one of the 
five members of the collective 
presidency, held short separate 
meetings with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa. 

“President Mubarak told 
(Haddam) that Egypt supports 
the Algerian government and 
people without limits,” Moham- 
mad Mahjoub, Egypt's minister 
of religious affairs, told reporters. 

Mr. Mubarak hoped Algeria 
would soon overcome present 
problems and emerge from its 
crisis unified and strong, said Mr. 
Mahjoub, who attended Mr. 
Haddam's meeting with the 
Egyptian president. 

Secular and pro-Western Egypt 
has trod gingerly since the high 
council came to power in Algeria 
and called off elections which 
Muslim fundamentalists were 
poised to win. 

The government cannot openly 
approve a move against democra- 
cy and a religion to which the vast 
majority of its citizens belong. 
But diplomats say it is nervous 
about the spread of fundamental- 
ism. 

“No-one wants an Islamic par- 
ty to rule but they cannot say it 
publicly,” former Egyptian diplo- 
mat Tahsin Bashir said. “The 
.object is not politically to endorse 
cancellation of elections but to 
stabilise the situation without get- 
ting involved.” 

Mr. Haddam said after the 
meeting: “I came to thank Presi- 
dent Mubarak, whom we consid- 
er a symbol of Arab and Islamic 
dignity, for Egypt's support to 
Algeria... We hope the good ties 
between Egypt and Algeria will 
be further strengthened.” 

Mr. Haddam, who was imam 
of the Paris mosque before being 
appointed to the five-man high 
council, was due to receive a 
prize later at “preachers' day,” a 
ceremony the Egyptian govern- 
ment holds every year to honour 
those it deems have propagated a 
correct form of the Islamic faith. 

He said the visit had been 
planned for several months but 
had only been finalised recently. . 

Mr. Haddam has been promin- 
ent in Muslim-Christian dialogues 
and was a founder member of a 
human rights group in Algeria. 

Observers say he is not politi- 
cally powerful and was included 
to help the new leadership pre- 
sent an Islamic face to its people 
which was also acceptable to the 
West. 

Algiers Radio said on Saturday 


Palestinians ensured full participation 


“(We gained) recognition 
that the Palestinian people 
cannot accept unfair conditions that 
negate their identity or their 
national rights,” she said. 

Even after the Moscow 
talks, the debate within 
Palestinian ranks, including 
die Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation, PLO, continued over 
the wisdom of not taking part 
in the talks. 

But Dr. Ashrawi and the 
Palestinian delegates appeared 
satisfied with the Palestinian 
performance and convinced 
that the Palestinian position 


was the only way to draw the 
world attention to the import- 
ance of Palestinian representa- 
tion. 

The Palestinian decision in 
Moscow was aimed at taking 
the international community, 
especially the cosponsors, to 
task regarding their position 
towards the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the delegates indicated. 

“This was a matter of prinri- 
'ple that defines who will deal 
with the Palestinians ... as 
working groups, as individuals, 
as refugees, or as we see it as a 
people that has distinct and 
national identity,” said Dr. 
Ashrawi. 


Bush, Yeltsin formalise relationship 


(Continued from page 1) 

employ 2,000 nuclear specialists. 
Mr. Yeltsin said he had already 
radically improved their salaries 
to prevent them from defecting. 
U.S. officials were concerned 
that Soviet military scientists 
could seek positions in Middle 
East nations such as Iran or 
Libya. 

Beforehand, Mr. Bush was 
asked about Mr. Yeltsin's prop- 
osal that Russia participate in 
developing a missile defence sys- 
tem similar to the U.S. strategic 
defence initiative, or “Star 
Wars,” Mr. Bush said: 

“We're prepared to discuss 
President Yeltsin's ideas that he 
announced the other day in de- 
tail. It has a lot of interest to us." 

Mr. Bush said he had discussed 
the matter with Secretary of De- 
fence Dick Cheney. 

Mr. Bush, in his State of the 
Union address Tuesday night, 
had announced the United States 


would stop building nuclear 
bombs, cancel the Midge tm an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
«and scale back the planned purch- 
ase of B-2 Stealth bombers. 

He said he was prepared to 
make large reductions in U.S. 
nuclear arsenals if Russia and its 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States partners would red pro- 
cate. 

He offered to eliminate, 1,500 
of the 2,000 nuclear warheads on 
U.S. land-based missiles, reduce 
by one-third the number of war- 
heads on sea-based missiles and 
convert some bombers to non- 
nuclear roles. 

Mr. Yeltsin responded with his 
own sweeping ideas — to slash 
long-range nuclear warheads to 
between 2,000 and 2,500 on each 
side. He said Russia had taken off 
alert about 600 strategic land and 
sea based missiles, and stopped 
building long-range cruise mis- 
siles and would destroy its ex- 
isting cruise missiles if Washing- 
ton does the same. 


about 30 people were wounded in 
clashes in several cities, the most 
violent around the Sunna mosque 
in the Algiers FIS bastion of Bab 
El Oued. 

“The stale was not bluffing," 
said Le Matin newspaper, as 
Algerians counted the cost of the 
new leadership's determination 
to end the use of mosques for 
politics. 

Political preachers in the 
“bouses of God" is banned by 
law. But for the past three years 
the . FIS has used many of Alger- 
ia's nearly 10,000 mosques to 
recruit support and issue instruc- 
tions in pursuit of its goal of an 
Islamic state. 

The authorities have also par 
an end to mass gatherings of FIS 
militants outside mosques each 
Friday, saying the streets must be 
kept clear. 

Algiers security headquarters 
said 20 people were wounded in 
three FIS strongholds — Bab El 
Oued, Harrach and Hussein- 
Dey. They included three secur- 
ity force members. Twenty-five 
people were also arrested, includ- 
ing two imams (preachers). 

“Despite warning shots, pro- 
vocators persisted,” requiring “a 
firm and prompt ripost by secur- 
ity forces," it said. 

In the eastern city of Constan- 
tine. where officials said two peo- 
ple were wounded and 29 
arrested, an imam sought for 
“virulent" preaching escaped 
when supporters blocked police 
moving in. He is being hunted. 

Two Jordanians and a Palesti- 
nian were among those arrested, 
city officials told the Algerian 
news agency (APS). 

The international Muslim 
Foundation of Canada, in a state- 


ment sent to Reuters, called for 
struggle against Algeria's rulers, 
calling them a “small group of 
despots and dictators.” 

It urged attacks on Algerian 
who supported them and on gov- 
ernment interests abroad and for 
the French, Canadian and British 
leaders. President Francois Mit- 
terrand, and Prime Ministers 
Brian Mulroney and John Major 
to denounce the “coup d'etat.” 
Algeria's Le Quotidien 
d’Algerie on Saturday called the 
clashes “the game of death,” 
played mostly by adolescents. 
But recalling riots in October 
1988 when officials said 159 peo- 
ple were killed, it said: 

“Let us not forget that October 
was considered initially as simply 
an ‘uproar of children 1 .” 


Syria protests to Germany over tanks 


(Continued from page 1) 

shipping tanks on the Godewind, 
stopped on orders from Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's office. 

The Bonn opposition also cal- 
led on the government to prose- 
cute the shipping company, even 
though the Soviet-built tanks 
were sent by a firm in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

“The transporters of death 
must be charged, not just the 
producers,” said Norbert Gansel, 
national security spokesman for 
the opposition Social Democrats. 

“Czechoslovakia wanted a 
quarter of a billion marks (S145 
million) for the tanks... almost 
exactly the amount... made avail- 
able to Syria last year after the 
Gulf war," he said on German 
television. 

Bonn's ministry for economic, 
cooperation, which is responsible 
for German aid, denied Mr. Gan- 
sel's allegation. It also said that 
Germany granted Syria just 100 
million marks ($60 million) after 


the Gulf war, and this amount 
was earmarked for commodities 
to be purchased in Germany 
only. 

Mr. Vogel said the Bonn gov- 
ernment had begun investigating 
a possible violation of export laws 
this month after learning from 
newspaper reports that Czechos- 
lovakian tanks were being loaded 
on the Godewind. 

Federal prosecutors in Kiel 
were examining whether the Ger- 
man shippers had violated export 
laws, Mr. Vogel said, adding that 
the company, Karl-Heinz Baase 
of Hoersten in north Germany, 
had applied for clearance after 
the ship set sail. 

The German parliament last 
week approved tighter export 
laws after Bonn was embarrassed 
by disclosures that German firms 
had supplied Iraq and Libya with 
weapons technology. 

Under the law, Mr. Vogel said, 
German shippers as welt as 
manufacturers required export 
authorisation. 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA 111 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 in 
double room occupancy Including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


HOTEL AQUAMARINA II 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.00 in 
double room occupany including breakfast at Aqua 
II and lunch at Aqua I. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax and 
10% service charge. 

For reservation please call 315165 - 316250 


AQUAMARINA HOTEL — CLUB 1 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA. the Arabic Singer (for 
families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 
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Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

Tender Mo . 2/92 

Supply Of TOO Heavy Duty Truck Tractors 

The Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. invites interested suppliers to bid for the 
supply of 100 heavy duty truck tractors. A copy of terms, conditions and technical 
specifications can be bought from company's main offices in Jabal Amman 
opposite to the Tunisian Embassy during official working hours (8:00-14:00) 
excluding Fridays and official holidays starting from Thursday 30/1/1992. 
Closing date for accepting offers Is Thursday (1200 HRS), 27/2/1992. 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 



sr w poi m mm # 



1>« PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

60*676 604696 
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| CROWN I 

INT'L EST.. I 
g Packing, shipping, m 
m forwarding, storage, H 
jj clearing, door-to-door 1 
— sen/ice § 

Air, Sea and Land 



f 4ttent&SaIe 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nlshed. 

|" Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please) 
call 

lAbdoun Real 


(TeL 810805, 810609, 
— Fre 810520. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% larger 
Ketaf firame 
UXlSui 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 



1 Distinctive 1 

1 Villas Apartments Flats ■ 
| IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN | 
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real estate 1 
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1 Just call NIDAL 
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9 693037 
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DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 





INt c ^ 
The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 

lamwyhii'iliaiu 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7M — Midnight 

TcLS3$m 


I^£KI-NC^ fteSTAUSANT 


authentk 

CHINESE i 
CUISINE 

elegant __ 

colorful aimosphere 
moderju - priee*. 

.shcinphini _ ici ' {*? ’0 

i new open' daily J 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight > 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 

Open JUU-.VJ0 A 6:00-11:30 ttufr] 

Tain a w ay Is avaflabh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

|TaL 661922, Amman 

CffctTuifed 
jjg L, ftJwqjs Lcvtd 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
im,15M&l&38-23& 

, Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room~! 


IIAItOTEL 

iU2<jljls 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



& $ 
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TeL538212 

Call 

Mahmoud Saudi 
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alaysia beats Jordan, wins 
in Davis Cup 2nd round 



.KUALA LUMPUR. Malaysia 
(AP) — Malaysia defeated Jor- 
dan in the first round of the Davis 
Cup Asia- Oceania Zone Group 2 
tennis competition Saturday, 
thereby qualifying for the second, 
round. 

Malaysia will play against the 
winner of the Thailand-Singapore 
competition being played in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

Malaysia's Adam Malik and R. 
Rama Chandra n defeated Hani 
A1 Ali and Saleh Bush nag of 
Jordan 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 in 83 minutes, 
giving Malaysia an unbeatable 3-0 
lead in the five-match series. 

Adam and Rama both won 
their singles matches Friday. 

The reverse singles are to be 
played Sunday but will not affect 
the outcome. 

Meanwhile Boris Becker 
staged a dramatic rally to defeat 
Luiz Mattar in 4 V6 hours Friday 
as Germany took a 1-0 lead over 
Brazil in their opening round 
Davis Cup match. 

Becker, ranked third in the 
world, fought off six match points 
in the fourth set and beat Mattar 
64, 5-7, 1-6, 7-6 (7-2). 6-0. In the 
second match. No. 79 Jaime 
Oncins of Brazil led Carl-Uwe 
Steeb 6-3, 4-6, 6-2 when darkness 
forced a suspension. The match 
was to be completed. 

Becker’s victory frustrated an 
exuberant crowd that filled the 
grandstands surrounding the 
beachfront clay court built espe- 
cially for the Davis Cup matches 
ht Rio De Janeiro. Many fans 
waved Brazilian flags in the 99- 
degree heat (37 C) or wore green- 
and-yellow body paint, Brazil’s 
national colours. 

The heat seemed to get to 
Becker, who missed easy shots 
and double-faulted at critical mo- 
ments. He repeatedly complained 
to the judge about the noisy fans, 
who chanted and stomped as 


Becker served. 

In the fourth set, the 126th- 
ranked Mattar was on the verge 
of a sensational upset. He broke 
Becker's serve in the third and 
fifth games to go up 4-1. Becker 
broke Mattar to make it 4-2, then 
Mattar broke back to take a 5-2 
lead. 

Becker fought off three match 
points to break, held serve to pull 
to 5-4, then fell behind 40-0 only 
to save three more match points 
and tie the match at 5.5.* He then 
belw past Mattar in the tiebreak- 
er and played his best tennis in 
the final set. 

In other World Group match- 
es, the United States led Argenti- 
na, Canada led Sweden, France 
led Britain, Switzerland led the 
Netherlands, Czechoslovakia led 
Belgium and Australia led 
Yugoslavia, all by 2-0 scores. 
Spain and Italy were tied 1-1. 

United States 2, Argentina 0 

At Kohala Coast, Hawaii, a 
hard court and some hard serves 
gave Andre Agassi a straight set 
victory over Alberto Mandni, 
moving the United States within a 
victory of advancing. 

Agassi kept Mancini from 
breaking his service en route to a 
6-4. 6-4, 64 victory. 

Pete Sampras scorred his first 
Davis Cup victory, beating Mar- 
tin Jhite 3-6, 64, 62, 64 in the 
opening match. They had to bat- 
tle winds of up to 30 mpb at the 
Mauna Lani racquet dub on 
Hawaii island's north coast. 
There also was no electridty for 
several hours because of a 
downed power line. 

Canada 2, Sweden 0 

At Vancouver, British Col- 
umbia. Canadian Dan Nestor 
shocked Stefan Edberg, the 


world’s No. 1 player, 4-6, 63, 
1-6, 63, 64 to give Canada a 2-0 
lead. In the the first match, Grant 
Connell lurked behind a booming 
first serve to defeat Magnus Gus- 
tafsson 7-6 (7-5), 64. 64. 

France 2, Britain 0 

At Bayonne, France, the de- 
fending champions won their first 
two singles matches behind Guy 
Forget and Henri Leconte, the 
heroes of December’s victory 
over the United States, France's 
first championship in 59 years. 

Leconte beat Jeremy Bates 4-6, 
64, 62, 64 in the first match and 
Forget beat Mark Petchey 4-6. 
63, 63, 63. Forget and Leconte 
were scheduled for doubles 
Saturday against Bates and Neal 
Broad. 

Spain 1, Italy 1 

At Bolzano, Italy, Omar Cam- 
porese of Italy beat Sergi Bru- 
guera-64, 61. 4-6, 61 in die first 
match and eighth-ranked Emilio 
Sanchez tied it with a 7-6 (7-3), 
4-6, 3-6, 7-5. 7-5 victory over 
Cristiano Caratti. 

“I am in a perfect physical 
shape,” Camporese said. “I lost 
concentration only in the third 
set. I had the match under control 
in the decisive moments.” 

Switzerland 2, Netherlands 0 

At the Hague, Netherlands, 
Switzerland took a 2-0 lead as 
45th-ranked Marc Rosset beat 
Jan Siemerink 7-6 (7-2), 62, 7-6 
(74) and 18th-ranked Jakob 
Hlasek beat No. 40 Paul 
Haarbuis 4-6. 64, 63, 7-6 (7-2). 

Czechoslovakia 2, Belgium 0 

At Prague, Czechoslovakia, 


)0th-ranked Karel Novacek beat 
Bart Wuyts of Belgium 67 (7-9), 
67 (5-7), 63. 64. 64 and Petr 
Korda beat Eduardo Masso 61. 
7-6 (7-0). 63 as the Czechoslo- 
vaks took a 2-0 lead. 

The winner of the match plays 
the United States- Argentina win- 
ner in the second round. 

Australia 2, Yugoslavia 0 

At Nicosia, Cyprus, Yugosla- 
via's top player Slobodan' Zivo* 
jinovic defaulted with a back 
injury in the second set against 
Richard Fromerg and Wally 
Masur beat Srdjan Muskatirovic 
64, 61. 62. 

Fromberg won the first set 7-6 
(8-6) and Zivojinovic defaulted 
after his first serve of the second 
set. 

The match was shifted from 
Yugoslavia because of the civil 
war. 

Other matches 

kin African zonal play. Kenya 
took a 2-0 lead over Romania as 
Paul Wekesa beat Adrian Marcu 

63, 7-6 (74), 63 and Eno Polo 
beat Dinu Prescariu 64, 6-0, 7-5. 

In Asia. Felix Barrientos of the 
Philippines beat Yasufumi Yama- 
moto 3-6. 61, 7-5, 64. but Japan 
tied the score at 1-1 when Shuzo 
Matsuo ka beat Roland so 61, 

64, 64. 

In South America, Ecuador 
and Peru were tied 1-1 after 
Andres Gomez of Ecuador beat 
Alejandro Aram bum 64, 64. 
6-0 and beat Jaime Izaga of Luis 
Adrian Morejon 62, 2-6, 61, 
60. 

Venezuela took a 2-0 lead over 
the Dominican Republic as 
Maurice Ruafa beat Genaro De 
Leon 0-6, 7-5, 63, 62 and Nicho- 
las Pereira beat Rafael Moreno 
62. 67, (2-7), 62, 61. 


i to meet Navratilova in Tokyo finals 


TOKYO ( AP) — Martina Navra- 
tilova quickly defeated Mag- 
dalena Maleeva of Bulgaria 
Saturday in the semifinals of the 
Toray Pan Pacific Open tennis 
tournament, and moved within a 
win of setting a record for most 
career victories. 

* In a repeat of last year's final, 
Navratilova is to meet top-seeded 
Argentine Gabriela Sabatini. 
Last year, Sabatini beat Navrati- 
lova 2-6, 62, 64. 

However, Navratilova leads 
Sabatini 134 overall in head-to- 
heads. 

. The second-seeded American 
romped over upset-minded 
Maleeva 62, 62 in less than an 
hour on the artificial court of 
Tokyo Metropolitan Gym. 

Sabatini also quickly defeated 
Japan's No. 1 female player. 


Kimikol Date, scoring an easy 
63, 60 triumph in just one hour. 

Navratilova, playing actively at 
the net, quickly broke Maleeva's 
serve in the second game of the 
first set and kept the third game 
at love, firing her first service ace. 

Navratilova repeated moved to 
the net, and Maleeva fought back 
-witfe^assmg shots. But the Amer- 
ican Broke the fourth game after 
fopC. deuces. 

The 16year-old Maleeva made 
her first break in the fifth game as 
. Navratilova double-faulted. Nav- 
ratilova went on to break the 
eighth game. 

In the second set, Navratilova 
and Maleeva kept their serves 
tarough the fifth game, and Nav- 
ratilova then broke the sixth and 
eighth games. 

“My condition was very good 


Foreman to fight Alex 
Stewart on April 11 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Former 
heavyweight champion George 
Foreman will return to the ring 
on April 11 against Alex Stewart, 
his promoter said. 

Promoter Bob Arum said Fore- 
man. 44, will receive S5 million 
for the fight, his second since 
losing a bid for the heavyweight 
title last April against Evander 
Holyfield. 

James Toney will defend his 
middleweight title on the same 
card against Glenn Wolfe of 
Miami, Arum said. 

The fight will be sponsored by 


the Las Vegas Hilton, but it will 
be held in the arena of the Uni- 
versity of Nevada at Las Vegas 
(UNLV). 

Arum said 9.500 of the tickets 
will be sold for $25 each, with 
ringside tickets going for $200. 

"We want people who can’t 
normally afford to go to fights to 
be able to come to see George," 
he said. 

Arum said big-screen televi- 
sions will be set up throughout 
the arena, and fans will be treated 
to the fireworks show that usually 
precedes L?NLV basketball 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

.1991 T'ouno Mum Senior- ii 


PLAY IT SAFE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* J 10 6 2 
' Q J 8 

i 6 4 3 
4AQJ 

WEST EAST 

4 Q 5 4 3 9987 

v 6 7 3 2 

: A 8 7 2 ' Q J 10 

5 10 9 8 7 * K 6 3 2 

SOUTH 

* A K 

: AK 10954 
K 9 5 

* 4 3 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 ' Pass 1 * Pass 

3 Pass 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of ♦ 

Bridge at its best is a thrilling 
battle between declarer nnd the de- 
fenders. There are those, however, 
who look nn deeper into a hand than 
the first finesse. 

North had a pretty good hand in 
support of partner's jump rebid. 
However, must of the honors were 
secondary and the holding was de- 
void of any ruffing value, so North 
wisely chose the conservative course 
of a simple raise to game. 

The play was scum over. West led 
the ten of clubs, declarer finessed 
and East won. The shift to the 
queen nf diamonds was automatic, 
and the defenders reeled in three 


tricks in the suit for a one-trick set. 

Let's see how the play would go 
with a skilled card technician at the 
helm. The opening lead makes it a 
moral certainty that the club finesse 
will lose, and there 'e really no need 
for it— a ruffing finesse for the 
queen of spades offers greater safe- 
ty. Fortunately, dummy's trump 
holding provides declarer with three 
entries— just enough to virtually 
guarantee the contract. 

■ Declarer should rise with the ace 
of clubs at trick one and then cash 
the ace and king of spades. A low 
trump to the eight provides the en- 
try to lead the jack of spades 
through East. If East covers, declar- 
er ruffs high, draws trumps ending 
on the table, discards the club loser 
on the ten of spades and leads to the 
king of diamonds Tor on overtrick. If 
East does not cover, declarer dis- 
cards the club loser then and there. 

In with the queen of spades. West 
must kill the remaining spade by 
returning the suit. East ruffs, de- 
clarer riverruffa and gets back to 
dummy with a trump. Now the 
queen of clubs is led. If East does 
not cover, declarer discards a dia- 
mond. If West wins, the king of 
diamnnds is safe from attack and 
declarer will get to discard another 
diamond on Lhe jack of dubs. If East 
dries cover, declarer ruffs, leads a 
trump to dummy and takes a dia- 
mond discard on Lhe jack of clubs. 
Either way. the contract is home. 


and well balanced today,” said 
Navratilova. 

Asked about setting a new re- 
cord for career tournament vic- 
tories, Navratilova replied, “I am 
confident that I will make it one 
day, but I don’t know if it will 
happen tomorrow. I am- just 
thinking about who I am playing 
tomorrow;”' ' 

Navratilova now-shares the re- 
cord with Chris Evert at 157: 

Asked why she didn't play as 
much at the net as she did in the 
two previous matches, Maleeva 
replied, "because this is Martina. 
I tried a couple of times. I didn't 
get too many short balls that 
would let me go to the net." 

Earlier in the tournament, 
Maleeva upset fourth-seeded Jen- 
nifer Capriati of the United 
States 61, 62, and fifth-seeded 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia 62, 64. 

In the semifinal match between 
Sabatini and Date. Sabatini 
broke the first game of the first 
-set and Date broke back tbe next 
game before Sabatini broke the 
fifth game. 

Tbe second set was one-sided, 
as Date frequently hit shots into 
tbe net. Sabatini fired a service 


ace in the sixth game to wrap up 
the match. 

"I just tried to hit the ball very 
hard. Everything went very well, 
especially first serves," Sabatini 
said. 

Speaking of Sunday's final, 
Sabatini said Navratilova "is al- 
ways tough. She comes to the net 
aggressively like today and Jfits 
deep, shots.:* • t 

A .disappointed Date com- 
mented, “my serves were very 
bad today. I failed most of my 
first serves. Sabatini fired deep 
shots so I had no chance to come 
to the net." Hours later, Navrati- 
lova paired with American com- 
patriot Pam Shriver to beat the 
American pair of Peanut Harper 
and Caxnmy MacGregor 62, 63, 
earning a breth against Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario of Spain and 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia in the doubles finals. 

The Sukova- Vicario team beat 
Sandy Collins of the United 
States and Rachel McQuillan of 
Australia 61, 64 in tbe semifin- 
als. 

The $350,000 tournament 
offers a top prize of $70,000 for 
the singles champion and $21,000 
for the doubles winners. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Accola wins men’s super-G race 

MEGEVE, France (AP) — Paul Accola of Switzerland won a 
men’s sopre-G Saturday to lengthen his lead in the men's World 
Cup standings. Accola timed 1 minute, 28.85 seconds down the 
2,080- metre (6,824-foot) slope to lead a Swiss sweep. Marco 
Hang] was second in 1:29.09 just ahead of downhill specialist 
Franz Heinzer, third in 1:29.18. Guenther Matter of Austria was 
fourth, 1:29.26 with Norwegian Ole Furuseth in fifth, 1:29.46. 
Marc GirardeUi of Luxembourg and Jan Einar Thorsen of 
Norway tied for sixth at 1:29.56. Another Norwegian, Kjetil 
Aamodt followed in 1:29.60. Franck Piccard of France, the 1998 
super-G gold medalist at the Olympics had the fastest intermedi- 
ate time of 51.51, well ahead of Accola’s 51.85. But Piccard 
slowed on the bottom and lost almost a second in die last half to 
finish at 1:29.63. It as Accola’s third individual victory of the 
season although he has also won three combined races, adding 
results of a downhill and a slalom. 

Benfica fined for crowd trouble 

ZURICH (R) — Portuguese champions Benfica were fined 
$65,000 by UEFA after a linesman was injured by fans during a 
European Cup tie against Barcelona in Lisbon last month. ’Hie 
linesman was hit by a metal object thrown from an, area occupied 
by Benfica supporters during the 0-0 draw with the Spanish 
champions in a semifinal group match on Dec. 11. The Greek 
Football Assocaition were fined $32,500 after missiles thrown by 
Greek fans hit a Dutch player and a linesman during a European 
Championship qualifying tie in December. UEFA fined Danish 
club BK 1903 519,500 for an incident in a UEFA Cup third round 
tie with Trabz n nspor of Turkey in which a firework aimed at the 
visiting goalkeeper led to play being interrupted. Greek dub 
AEK Athens also received a 519,500 fine for their fans setting off 
fireworks in a third-round UEFA Cup tie against Torino of Italy 
in November. Torino were fined 513,800 for poor organisation 
and fans’ misbehaviour in the return leg. Red Star Belgrade 
captain Dja Najdoski, sent off for violent condcut in their 3-2 
European Cup victory over Anderiecht on Dec. 12, was banned 
for five matches. Anderiecht ’s Johny Bosnian, also sent off for 
violent play in the same game, was suspended for three matches. 

Land of Graf and Becker sick of tennis 

BONN (R) — Whisper it quietly to Steffi Graf, Boris Becker and 
Michael Sticfa, but their German compatriots are sick of so much 
tennis on television and in the newspapers. According to a poll by 
the authoritative Wickert Institute. 69 per cent of Germans 
thought there was too much tennis in the media. Less than a third 
of those polled felt the amount of tennis on TV and in the 
newspapers was ‘'just right" in a land which regards three of the 
world’s top players — Graf, Becker and Stich, as national heroes. 
According to the Wickert poll, the biggest complaints about 
tennis were: Tbe faces are all the same, most matches lack 
excitement and there is too much ballyhoo surrounding the top 
players. 

Strnadova meets White in Auckland final 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (AP) — Top-seed Andrea Stmado- 
va of Czechoslovakia scrambled, past No. 3 seed Larisad 
Savchanko-Neiland in a three-set match Saturday and advanced 
to the final of the 5100,000 Nutri-Metics Classic women's tennis 
tournament Strnadova made the final for the second straight year 
with a 62, 3-6. 62 win over her Latvian opponent. 

Lauda considering job with Ferrari 

ROME (R) — Former World Formula Ow dmnpion Nlki Lauda 
saidFVklayhe would condkfcPbcting as arT-atfvi sc t to tbe Ferrari 
team. ‘Til see what theyoffetwid. But 1 fcqtyft w^ v coritriBGti^'i I 
; can "give Ferrari and what^ouid be tb^ n n^ l t‘ j&b'fb^'me tn 'tlie' ^ 
team," Lauda told the Italian sports daily La Gazzetta DeUo 
Sport iu an interview. Lauda, who heads bis own airline, said: 
“The prospect of helping Ferrari is good, because everything is 
starting from zero ... There are so many things to do, to realise, to 
organise. It won't be easy to take Ferrari back to top from.” The 
Austrian, who won the Drivers’ Championship three times, will 
meet Ferrari President Luca Di Montezemoio on Thursday to 
discuss terms. 

Tyrrel sign Grouillard for 1992 

LONDON (R) — The Tyrrell Formula One team has confirmed 
they had signed Frenchman Olivier Grouillard for the 1992 Grand 
Prix season. In a statement, team Chairman Ken Tyrrell said 
GromUard had a lot of potential and "that important combination 
of talent and aggression." Grouillard, who has driven for 
Fondmetal, Ugier and Osella since entering Formula One in 
1989, said: "This is a great step in my career." Tyrrell are 
expected to announce their number two driver within the next few 
days. The Formula One season opens with tbe South African 
Grand Prix at Kayalami on March 1. 


marcie and fatty are 

OmSIPE.. THEY WANT ME 
T0TELLTHEM WHICH ONE 
I LIKE BEST.. WHAT 
SHOULD I PO 7 



TELL 'EM YOU CAN'T 
5TAND EITHER ONE OF 
THEM 4 . TELL 'EM TO 
GET LOST! 5ICY0UR 
DOG ON 'EM*. 



YOU VE TAKEN TOO LONG 
TO DECIDE, CHUCK, SO 
WE'RE GOING HOME.. 



GO BACK TO , 
SLEEP.. I WONT 
NEED YOU.. 
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DID THEY 
HAVE ANY I 
COOKIE57| 

Vl 



Andy Capp 



(at LAST/ r™ STAKVl ngTj ( TCH/wnWALLTHESE 
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1‘VEGOTA 
, COUPLE OF 
'COMRPtEOWNERfS’ 
L. ■“HHEVlJL ONDfx— 
TAKE HALF 
AN HOUR 
IN THE CVEP 



PRE-COOKED MEALS* 
MEN ARE GOING TO- 
WONDER WHAT 7WEV 
MEED WIVES POR.' 




AND ALL THE WIVES WHO 
HAVE TO GO Otn-Jt> WORK 
ARE GOING 1 TO WONDER 
WHAT THE/ NEED 
HUSBANDS FOR, MATE i 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 2. 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroii Rtghter .-^undroon , 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Arrange, if possible, to enjoy your- 
self with friends and do something 
that you have wanted to do for 
some time even if you need to 
travel out of the way to do so. 
Have Fun. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 
Early think what you can do to 
make whatever your source of in- 
come pay you better by your own 
labour, then do your tasks without 
taking chances. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make arrangements with a partner 
to extend your present project ;o 
new heights after which do nothing 
that can upset your present plans. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider how you can best do the 
things which will best serve your 
family for sometime to come, then 
get your residence in better condi- 
tion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 :o 
July 21) Arrange with an outside 
companion bow to express your, 
creative ideas more succinctly in 
tbe future and to night study all 
reports for errors. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Dis- 
cuss any practical plans for the 
future that have scope to them with 
members of your family, then get 
into tbe annoying details about 
fixing your property. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get those who know all about 
your personal longings to tell you 
bow they feel you can get them a 


pan of your life, then g« mto 
improving your appearance 

LIBRA: f September 23 to October . 
22) A private arrangement now 
made to increase your ®*is » 
good early in the day but later get 
into the various chores requiring* 
vour attention. " 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novcm-- 
ber 21) A highly spe cialise d expert 
can give you the information ymr 
need to bring your wishes in larger 
scope to you after whieb coccen* 
irate upon own part of a project. 

SAGITT AXILS: (November 22 ro; 
December 21) Confidential advice- 
given by a prominent person can 
be crucial in some special project 
near to your bean, later do voca- 
tional tasks well. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A new practical 
approach at your advanced asm, 
can be gained by starting car*-> 
during the day but later its nci.es- 
sary to get into tiresome details of, 
this stance. m 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni^ 
ary 1°J Seek out suggestions from, 
one of experience where your| 
obligations arc concerned and you 
make them work better while 
tonight study present practical con- 
ditions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March ^ 
20) Partners and associates who’.| 
can be helpful to you will do so m* 
the morning if you contact them"** 
while later consider various details'" 
of such plans. *• 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“When did it happen? When did 
wedded bliss turn into 
wedded blister?” 



Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four onfinary wonts. 


I| THAT SCRAMBLED 'WORO GAME 
« by Henri Atofrtr and Bob lie 

: ■ * - — 


KASHY 



ZEE 





REFAT 



ZEE 



EEFELC 


□ 

□ 


□ 

c 

□ 

TRINWY 


cx: 

_ 


z 



HOW A POKER 
PLAYER CONCEALS 
HIS HAND 7 . 

Now arrange the circled tellers to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: H,S f III 

i . (Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's JumWes; BROOD POISE TIPTOE ENGINE 

Ans " r a "** 


THE Daily Crossword „ [ ; 


ACROSS 

1 Sprightly dances 
S Cook's 
measures: abbr. 
9 "Pygmalion" 
playwright 
13 Makes speech 

15 Suit to a — 

16 Record 

17 Sub defense 

18 Young woman 

19 Panache 

20 Motor 

22 Secret message 
Hem 

24 Prissy one 

25 Granny for one 

26 Piggery 

27 Everything one 
has 

29 Direction 
31 Her day's m May 
33 Perjuror 
35 Destiny 
37 — Prize 
41 Moolah 

43 Yes, Captain! 

44 Put away 

45 Leg pert 

46 Ritzy 

48 Some radio 
operators 

49 Move unsteadily 
51 Addict 

53 Charlotte — 
54-WhalKlndof 
Foot — ?■ 

57 Surf sound 
59 Glide 
61 Monotonous 
cadence 
63 Combines 

66 Have 
memorized’ 

67 Actor McClure 
89 Actress Keeton 

70 Word on a 
bibPcal wail 

71 Novelist Ferber 

72 South Pacific 
islands 

73 Paratfse 

74 Part for Stack 

75 Stitched 

DOWN 
1 Fftfidano 
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« 

ti 

13 

16 
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HtlRO Hnnra 

onran Bonn 
ocino I3Qnn 

- nnnn fl,M 

Dpia 

u w HQiil nrnmn 


Ponte Solved: 


2 Pumping — 

3 Pirate's 
walkway? 

4 Step 

5 — sale 

6 Be adamantl 

7 Ex -leader in 
Argentina 

8 Not very often 

9 Fret 
10 Nimbi 
it To pieces 
12 Peter Pan's 

girlfriend 
14 Bert's pal 

21 Old oath 
23 Short Jackets 

27 — mater 

28 Eminem one 

pStodgMhSSr? Siffl" 018 58 Electrical 

50 Clumsy tanrune! 

questions..;- tor . 

sa JSrj 0 * 0 g 

68 Pit stop need 


34 Hinge 
36 Military meal 

38 Checkers far 
one 

39 M 3 Bombeck 

40 — majeste 
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Mideast demand sends Swiss 

to new record 



'isSBOBS *™J the Middle East, 
■* M taa new high of 6,852WBon 
francs ($4,758 billion) last year, 
'ii-yjgiig industry’s federation said 


nwv - . 

^ Ronagn sales were up 1.1 per 
^ cent from 1990, the previous re- 
end year. 

fbe figures include models 
'%-iaoj^fi^ta huge- 

^ <; iy popular plastic-case Swatch to 
v ^ . w^raecuxK-metal timeneces. 


Exports to the Middle East 
rebounded sharply after a slump 
in 1990 doe to the Gulf war, the 
Swiss Watchmakers’ Federation 
said. Sales rose 47.5 per cent in 
the United Arab Emirates and 
27.7 per cent in Saudi Arabia. 

Salk in Japan, Switzerland’s 
toughest competitor in the low- 
end market, increased 2.4 per 
cent, the federation said. 

Thailand recorded a 42 per 
cent increase. In Europe, turnov- 
er increased notably in Austria, 


Italy and Germany. 

Sales dropped in Singapore, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, and in 
France and Britain. U.S. sales fen 
1.4 per cent. 

Exports of precious-metal 
watches, which make up about 
half of the total, declined three 
per cent last year. 

Switzerland accounted for 
more than 50 per cent of the 
value of world watch sales last 
year, the federation said. 


Sri Lanka remains world’s 
largest exporter of tea 


. : COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
I ; Sr Lanka has retained its place as 
;lhe world’s largest tea exporter 
'_ -for the second consecutive year, 
the board officials said Friday. 

Although the final export figur- 
'o& for last year are stiQ being 
. steompaed, early reports show that 
^ '’JS9V* tea exports have surpassed 
V^lhe 1990 record of 215 million 
_ kflogramme and is ahead of its 
:-.V 'l*ain competi t or India, said the 
' officials, speaking on conditioa of 
anonymity. 

^ . India has produced more tea 
than Sri Lanka, bat most of it is 
consumed at home, while the 
•s*: bulk of Sri Lankan teas is ex- 


ported. 

Sri Lanka's tea production also 
reached an all tune high in 1991 ■ 
with 240 million kilogramme. In 
1990, total tea production was 
233 milfion kilogrammes. 

The earnings from tea exports 
have, however, fallen short by 
about $6 milli on due to the de- 
cline in tea prices which has been 
attributed to Sri 1 .antra losing two 
of her largest tea buyers, Iraq and 
the former Soviet Union. 

“Financial dislocations in some 
of our major tea buying countries 
brought about a sudden drying- 
up buying orders at a time when 


production was in the rise in Sri 
Ijmka and other major tea pro- 
ducing countries,” said . Forbes 
and Walker, a leading broker in 
its tea report for January. 


In 1990, Sri Lanka exported 
215.6 million kilogramme of tea 
placing herself as the world’s 
largest tea seller. India exported 
about 199 million kilogramme 
that year. 

The total ear nings from tea 
exports that year stood at over 
$520 million. Tea is the angfa 
largest export commodity in Sri 
Isnka bringing in annually about 
1500 minion 


TWA files 
for bankruptcy 
with plan 
fto cut debt 


NEW YORK (R)— Trans World 
. Airlines (TWA) Inc filed for 
Abankrupcty protection Friday, 
setting off on a strategy that aims 
' aat *tD avoid the turbulence that has 
f claimed a host of U.S. competi- 
tors. 

. Owner and financier Carl 
Icahn spent months mapping out 
‘the route for his company, cajol- 
ing various creditors to take an 
"' equity stake in the airline in 
.... return for slashing. TWA’s junk- 
' " bond debts by nearly two-thirds. 
— The pian leaves Mr. Icahn r 
.who made a fortune on takeover 
- bids in die 1960s, with a vastly 
^ smaller stake in the carrier. It 
marks a stinging defeat in his 
attempt to become known as a 
-captain of industry rather than a 
corporate raider. 

‘Tve lost on TWA,” Icajhn said 
It a news conference. “They were 
Ihe worst investment I made in 
last decade.” 

TWA Friday filed bankruptcy 
papers and a reorganisation plan 
feat lays out bow the company 
' trill emerge as a mote healthy 
co mp eti to r. With all the creditors 
already on board, the plan faces a 
chance of winning bank- 
ruptcy court approval quickly. 

Tbs plan will reduce TWA’s 
lebts by $1 tuition and cut in- 
_ — crest payments by about $150 
■illion a year. In return, Mr. 
— Icahn is cutting his 90 per cent 
take to between 15 and 40 per 
.cut, .he said., . 

If the plan goes off without a 
_jhch, TWA wfll rank as one of 
he handful of troubled U.S. air 
— "Brim that entered bankruptcy 
■"Durt and emerged with their 
mgs intact. Mr. Icahn hopes the 
'^toKwuvre will take six months 
complete. 

..Three other airlines, Pan Am 
pip. Eastern Airlines Inc. and 
'Tuhray Airlines Inc., shut down 
l~~4dle in bankruptcy, unable to 
jbrit out deal to cut debts, win 
Wing or stem the losses that 
iti aippled them for years. 


? 


Slovenia devalues 
tolar by 15 per cent 


BELGRADE (R) — Slovenia 
announced Friday it was de- 
valuing its currency, the tolar, by 
just over 15 per cent, Belgrade- 
based Tanjug News Agency re- 
ported. 

The Bank of Slovenia said the 
new official rate would be 44.11 
tolars to one Deutschemark in- 
stead of 37.32 tolars, Tanjug said. 
The 15.4 per cent devaluation 
took effect from Saturday. 

The Deotschemark is the most 
widely used foreign currency in 
Yugoslavia. Slovenia and its 
neighbour Croatia, both former 
Yugoslav republics, won interna- 
tional recognition as independent 
states on Jan. 15. • 


Slovenia’s monthly inflation 
rate fell in January to 10.2 per 
cent from December’s 15-5 per 
emit, die official statistics office 
said Thursday, forecasting the 
rate would hold steady at 10.2 per 
cent next month. 

Slovenia introduced tbe tolar in 
October and Croatia set up its 
own currency, the Croatian di- 
nar, last December. 

Yugoslavia, which includes the 
republics of Serbia, Bosma-Her- 
zegovina, Montenegro and Mace- 
donia. dcvalued its currency, tbe 
dinar, ‘by 80 per cent Sunday. 

Officials this week pot Yugos- 
lavia’s inflation at a monthly rate 
of 25 per cent. 


Zambia devalues kwacha 


LUSAKA (R) — Zambia Friday 
devalued its kwacha currency by 
almost 25 per cent and 
announced plans to liberalise 
foreign controls in measures 
aimed at reducing inflation. 

Finance Minister Emmanuel 
Kasonde said in his 1992 budget 
address to parliament that the 
government would soon licence 
firms to operate a free market 
exchange “when the appropriate- 
machinery has been set in mo- 
tion.” 

“So long as our economy de- 
pends on copper sales to a signifi- 
cant degree, we will have to 
continue devaluing the kwacha to 
keep their (copper producers) 
books in the black," he fold 
parliament. 

Zambia, which receives more 
than 90 per cent of its foreign 
exchange from copper exports, 
has said copper production was 
being affected by rising costs and 
lack of sparcs. 

“Vith each increase in costs in 
tbe mining industry owing to 
domestic inflation, tbe time for a 
devaluation is brought closer,” 
Mr. Kasonde said. 

“They way forward then is to 
free the exchange rate from daily 
control by the (central) Bank of 
Zambia and to let the market set 
the rate.” ' 

“I therefore propose that with 


effect from midnight tonight (Fri- 
day), tbe kwacha be pegged at 
125 kwacha per U.S. dollar, 
which I plan to hold stable for 
some time,” Mr. Kasonde said. 

Tbe kwacha, at an official ex- 
change rate of 94.00 kwacba to a 
dollar, depreciated by. 85 per cent 
in 1991 under a weekly crawling 
devaluation system. 

The minister said he would 
soon create capital markets to 
cater for long-term lending to 
boost large investments. 

Mir. Kasonde said be ‘intended 
to balance the budget within two 
years,” saying his monetary mea- 
sures were aimed at cutting infla- 
tion to 60 per cent from last year’s 
118 per cent. 

He said he hoped to reduce 
money supply growth to 25 per 
cent from 98J2 per cent in 1991,, 
Mammg the high rise on on- 
budgeted expenditures. 

“Ifigjimflatkmisimtfoizigwhat 
we are trying to achieve through 
devaluation,” the minister said. 

Mr. Kasonde presented a 
budge t of 903 billion kwacba 
($722 million at 125 kwacha to 
the dollar) compared with 70.4 
billion authorised in 1991. Recur- 
rent expenditure for the year 
stands at 64.8 billiOD kwacha 
while tbe budget deficit. 


African leaders pledge 
to move towards 
regional common market 


LUSAKA (R) — Leaden of 18 
African nations pledged Friday to 
move quickly towards estab- 
lishing a regional common 
market. 

Tbe leaders of the Preferential 
Trade Area (PTA) of eastern and 
southern Africa skid their group 
would take the initiative to merge 
with the 10-member Southern 

African Development Coordina- 
tion Conference (SADCC), a 
separate economic Woe which 
shares some members with tbe 
PTA. 

“Tbe PTA authority resolved 
that tbe PTA and SADCC be 
merged into a single common 
for eastern and southern 
Africa,” tbe leaden said a com- 
munique at the end of a two-day 
conference on economic coopera- 
tion. 

Daring their conference, the 
leaders said the existence of two 
economic blocs with basically the 
same aims of coordinating de- 
velopment was a waste of re- 
sources and a hindered progress. 

In Mozambique, a two-day 
SADCC meeting with interna- 
tional donors which also ended 


Friday did not discuss the merger 
of tbe two blocs but a communi- 
que said that SADCC had called 
for increased consultations and 
coordination. 

SADCC. which groups Ango- 
la, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Swazi- 
land, Tanzania, Zambia and Zim- 
babwe, was formed in 1980 to 
lessen these countries’ economic 
dependence on South Africa. 

Tbe PTA, which includes the 
above countries except Bost- 
wana, along with Burundi, Com- 
oros , Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Rwanda, Somalia and 
Uganda, was founded m late 1961 
to promote intra-regionaJ trade 
and plans to establish a common 
market by the year 2000. 

The PTA communique said ail 
its members had to take concrete 
steps to break trade barriers and 
boost intra-regional trade, cur- 
rently estimated at about 10 per 
cent of the region’s trade with tbe 
whole world. „ 

It said tbe PTA would work 
speedily to ensure a common 
market was established by the 
target year. 


Canadian government 
freezes spending, hiring 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada's Con- 
servative government has frozen 
spending and hiring because the 


recession gripping tbe conn by for 
nearly two years has cut revenues 
and pushed the budget deficit 
higher than forecast. 

Finance Minister Don Mazank- 
owsiri said the. freeze applies to all 
government departments,- and 
gover nm ent-run companies are 
expected to follow suit. 

“We are not prepared to accept 
a deterioration in our fiscal 
(financial) situation without tak- 
ing steps to stay close to our 
deficit track,” he told a news 
conference. 

The government said it will 
review all new capital projects 
and will proceed only with those 
required -for health, ^safety or 
essential services. 

Canada’s economy officially 
slipped into recession in April, 
1990 after booming throughout 
the latter part of die 1960s. 

Public service wages were fro- 
zen last year as an austerity mea- 
sure that led to a national strike 
by dvil servants. 

The government also froze dis- 
cretionary spending as well. 

“The freeze will affect all 
workers and will be felt every- 
where in the federal government 
throughout tbe country,” said 
Gflles LotseDe, president of the 
government’s Treasury Board. 

Mr. Mazankowskj said the gov- 
ernment hopes to hold the budget 
deficit for the financial year en- 
ding on March 31, 1992, to under 
31.5 billion Canadian dollars 
($26.9 trillion). 

Last February, the government 
predicted the budget deficit 
would be 303 billion Cana di an 
dollars ($26 trillion). 

The government has down- 
graded estimates for growth in 
1992 to 2.7 per cent, from 35 per 
cent, with the economy only pick- 
ing up in the second half of 1992. 

Although interest rates have 
dropped, sharply redneing tire 
costs of carrying government 
debt, Mr. Mazaukowski said that 
has not been enough to compen- 
sate for weaker than expected 
growth. 

He said Canada, which relies 
heavily on trade, has been badly 
hit by tbe downturn in economies 
around the world, but particular- 
ly by the downturn in the United 
States. 



Don Mazankowsld 

-The Conference Board of 
Canada, a private research insti- 
tute, said that Canada’s ability to 
compete in international markets 
continues to slip despite ndw poli- 
cies of die federal government. 

Although the government has 
achieved its mam objective of 
reducing inflation, it has taken a 
revere recession and significant 
loss of employment to get there, 
the agency said. 

“With the economy faltering, 
there is little that policy makers 
can do to stimulate the economy 
given current constraints on 
monetary and fiscal (financial) 
policy,” Ranga Chaud, a Confer- 
ence Board analyst said in a 
report. 

Analysts say that if tbe deficit 
rises too high, foreign borrowers 
will desert the country. 

A rising budget deficit is also a 
negative signal to bond rating 
agencies, which can lower debt 
rating and make it more expen- 
sive for governments to borrow. ■ 



Cinema 


CONCORD 
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Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1091 Oscar Winner 
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super production 
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Ninja 



Cinema 


Every -day you meet with . 

TtesBre ofHaret Abu Aw*gfl Famrty nterp^ 


araa wi mww* ■ - - 

Zamax* Al 
(Somersault Time) 



to S p m. 


Moor Ai Sharif 
in 

Noli Al AH 

Arabic- 




Shows 3 JO, 630, 830, 10J0 p.ra.* 



Unemployment 
in Bulgaria 
said nearing 
critical level 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian unem- 
ployment wilTreach crisis level by 
tire end of this year, trade union 
officials have said. 

Labour Minister Vekil Vanov 
said more than 750,000 Bulga- 
rians would be without jobs by 
tbe end 1992 — 15.6 per cent of 
the 4.8 million workforce. 

Union leaders warned this 
would push the normally stoical 
Bulgarians past their level of 
tolerance. - 

“When such a critical minimum 
is jumped over, social tension will 
reach apeak and stormy consequ- 
ences could be expected," said 
Diana Damyanova, deputy chair- 
man of the National Trade Union 
Federation. 

• Bulgaria, once the most loyal, 
ally of the former Soviet Union, 
lost its main markets in the col- 
tepse of the Comecon, the econo- 
mic organisation that grouped tbe 
former Soviet Union and its East 
European satellites. 
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More than 24 million poor 
Americans get food stamps 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe number of Americans seek- 
ing government help to buy 
groceries surged again in Novem- 
ber, pushing participation in the 
food stamp programme to a re- 
cord 24.56 million people, the 
U.S. Agriculture Department 
(USDA). reported Friday. 

It was the eighth time in nine 
months that an enrollment record 
was set for the programme, now 
reaching nearly one in 10 Amer- 
icans. 

USDA said November enroll- 
ment was up 400,000 from a 
month earlier and 3.27 million 
from a year ago. 

Annual net income cannot ex- 
ceed $13,404 for a family of four 
to qualify for food stamps. The 
average food stamp benefit was 
$68.98 a month worth of 
groceries in November. 

In the Washington area ground 
beef costs about $4.10 a kilog- 
ramme. In bargian stores, small 
grapefruit can be had four for a 
dollar. 

Representative Tony Hall, 
chairman of the House of Repre- 
sentatives Select Committee on 
Hunger, called the numbers “a 
catalog of despair. This litany of 
need continues to document the 
erosion of the middle class.” 

“These figures have confirmed 
the worst fears of most Amer- 
icans — the economy is getting 
worse, a lot worse.” added Sena- 
tor Patrick Leahy, chairman of 
the Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee. 

Since the beginning of Bush 
administration, food stamp parti- 
cipation has increased by 5.79 
million — from 18.77 million in 
February 1989 to 24.56 million in 
November, averaging an increase 
of 39,000 each week, tbe Senate 
Agriculture Committee said. 

Rod Leonard, executive direc- 
tor of the Community Nutrition 
Institute, predicted that the pace 
of growth in the programme this 
fall will push participation above 
die 25-million mark in December 
or January. 

USDA’s Food and Nutrition 


Service, which administers the 
foof stamp programme, said the 
increase in November was “not 
entirely unexpected” because 
participation traditionally rises in 
the cooler months. 

*111656 numbers show that tbe 
food stamp programme is avail- 
able as a cushion for people 
facing difficult times,” the agency 
said in a statement “The food 
Stamp programme is doing what it 
was designed to do.” 

The number of children receiv- 
ing a free or reduced-price school 
lunch also continued to ciimp in 
November. 

There were 12.9 millions chil- 
dren from poor or low-income 
families receiving a free or re- 
duced-price hot lunches in 
November, compared with 12.8 
million in October and 12.2 mil- 
lion in November 1991. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. govern- 
ment's key economic forecasting 
gauge kept falling in December, 
adding to evidence that a lengthy 
may lie ahead before the United 
Stales emerges from recession. 

The index of leading indica- 
tors, designed to forecast growth 
in three to six months, dipped by 
03 per cent in December in a 
second consecutive -decline, tbe 
Commerce Department said. 

Adding to the bad news were a 
plunge m new-home sales and 
fresh signs that consumers are 
depressed about the economy. 

The cascade of bad economic 
news drew attention to the 
spreading weakness affecting 
much of U.S. industry that eco- 
nomists say means a lengthy 
struggle key to escape a downturn 
that began in mid-1990. 

“Today's report belies asser- 
tions that the economy is showing 
signs of coining out of what is 
now a weak recession into a nice 
recovery," said Lawrence Hun- 
ter, an economist with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. “Over- 
all, the economy's health is still 
very poor.” 

Most expectations had been 
that the index, which is supposed 
to predict die economy’s direc- 


tion six to nine months ahead, 
would become positive. But 
several measures in it were hurt 
by a steep and unexpected five 
per cent decline in durable goods 
orders. 

Contracts for new production 
equipment fell as did demand for 
consumer items and factories' 
•backlogs of unfilled orders, all 
warning signs that job prospects 
remain shaky. 

Everyone is convinced that re- 
covery is imminent, but I don’t 
think that’s the message we're 
getting from this series,” said 
Stephen Slifer, an economist at 
Lehman Government Securities 
Inc. in New York. 

“At the absolute best, tbe eco- 
nomy will turn upward in the 
second quarter,’ 1 Mr. Slifer said. 

“The leading index also declined 
0.3 per cent in November and 
barely moved up 0.1 per cent in 
October. It has been virtually flat 
or in decline since August. A 
major reason is a lack of consum- 
er optimism about the economy's 
directions and there was no sign 
that lifting. 

The University of Michigan's 
influential survey of consumer 
confidence reportedly showed 
consumers grew more gloomy 
during January. Its index, re- 
leased to paying subscribers and 
not to the public, fell to 59.1 per- 
cent in January from 613 per 
cent in December, economists 
said. 

The Commerce Department 
said sales of new single-family 
homes fell a sharp 6.6 per cent in 
December and sagged for the full 
year to their lowest level since the 
1982 recession, i 

Industry analysts hope stimula- 
tive measures in President 
George Bush's “growth pak- 
cage," especially a proposed 
$5,000 tax credit for first-time 
homebuyers, will build a fire 
under sales relatively soon. 

Chicago Purchasing Managers 
said their member survey for 
January “puts forth a relatively 
negative outlook for. many strug- 
gling companies.” 


Russian reform plan comes 
under two-pronged attack 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s eco- 
nomic reform programme came 
under attack from two sides Fri- 
day after the central bank chief 
said the country needed to print 
more money and a top economist 
warned of hyperinflation. 

In an interview published in 
Soviet&kaya Rossiya newspaper, 
central bank chairman Georgy 
Matyukhin said Russia remained 
desperately short of money, even 
though bank-note printing press- 
es have been working flat out for 
months. 

Economist Grigory Yavlinsky, 
author of a far-reaching plan to 
create a market economy in 500 
days, told Rossiya newspaper tbe 
current reform programme would 
invariably lead to hyperurtation 
or economic and political ccrf- 


“I have big doubts about what 
is being done,” Rossiya quoted 
Mr.. Yavlinsky as saying. The 
newspaper article was summa- 
rised by ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

Russia launched the first stage 
of an ambitious economic reform 
programme on Jan. 2, freeing 
most prices from years of govern- 
ment control in the first big step 
away from a centrally planned 
economy. 

- Prices have been rising ever 
since and many economists say 
official forecasts of 400 per cent 
inflation in the first quarter of this 
year are hugely understated. 

But in comments which will 
rekindle a row between the cen- 
tral bank and the government, 
'Mr. Matyukhin said Russia was 
short of 10 billion roubles. 

“Printing facilities cannot 
cope,” he pointed out. 

Western economists say sharp- 
ly higher monetary growth will 
only add to inflationary pressure. 

But Mr. Matyukhin said 
freeing prices without ensuring 
proper competition among firms 
meant that producers enjoying a 
monopoly were cutting produc- 
tion and keeping prices high. 

He comments have been borne 
out by media reports describing - 
bow sharp falls in purchases by 


consumers unable to afford high 
prices were p rom pting factories 
to curb output rather than driving 
prices down. 

ITAR-TASS quoted an official 
at a Moscow meat processing 
plant Friday as saying stores were 
sending back goods because con- 
sumers were not buying them. 

An exception is Moscow's 
McDonald’s restaurant, where 
management will slash the price 
of a big Mac hamburger by 28 per 
cent Saturday in reaction to a 
winter of economic hardship. 

“We have a loyal customer 
base and, starting tomorrow and 
throughout tbe winter, we are... 
going to lower our prices by 28 
per cent,” Vice-Chairman 
George Cohon said. 

Mr. Matyukhin said calls from 
international organisations to 
rein in monetary growth to con- 
trol inflation were unrealistic. . 
Hie Russian government and its 
economic specialist Yegor Gaidar 
support the calls. 

“It is all very well for those 
guys from tbe West to sit overseas 
and think, but we have reality 
here,” Mr. Matyukhin said. 

“At present trade, industry and 
agriculture, not to mention the 
population, are without money. 
We have nothing to pay salaries 
with,” he said. 

Russia remained a cash eco- 
nomy, be said. “Our so-called 
new businessmen have always 


preferred and still prefer to make 
all payments in cash because it 
makes it easier to pay bribes.” 

Komsomolskava Pravda news- 
paper said this week Russia’s printing 
presses were churning out 20 bil- 
lion roubles a month, bringing 
cash in circulation to about 600 
billion roubles. 

In 1991, tbe Soviet Union 
printed 90.5 billion roubles, up 
from 25.9 billion in 1990 and 18 
billion in 1989, it said. 

Mr. Yavlinsky said the risk of 
hyperinflation was likely to 
threaten moves to privatisation. 

Former Soviet republics should 
conclude a treaty to boost coop- 
eration rather than each moving 
its separate economic ways, he. 
said. Following the fragmentation 
of tbe former Soviet Union, Rus- 
sian statehood might collapse as ‘ 
well, he said. 

“Economic cooperation is veiy 
important, as is the help of the 
world's financial organisations,” 
he said. 

A U.S. central banker said 
Friday that Russia and the other 
former Soviet republics must cre- 
ate proper sound currencies be- 
fore the West provides a stabi- 
lisation fund to support currency 
convertibility. 

Russian officials have been 
seeking $5 to $6 billion to back 
the rouble, which they would like 
to make convertible later this 
year. 
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To members of, 
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Members of JSFA are kindly reminded to do 
their best to attend the Annual General 
Meeting which will be held today, Sunday, 
February 2nd. at 17:00 HRS. at the Royai 
Automobile Club. 

Your support by attending will be greatly 
appreciated. 

The Board of Directors 
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Russia to recognise Croatia 
and Slovenia next week 


UNITED NATIONS (R)— Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin bas 
said Russia would recognise the 
breakaway Yugoslav republics of 
Slovenia and Croatia neat week. 

“We are conducting dialogue 
with leaders of Slovenia and 
Croatia, and by the end of next 
week we’ll recognise those two 
states," Mr. Yeltsin told a news 
conference after a summit meet- 
ing of the Security Council. 

The two republics, which 
announced their independence 
last June, have already been rec- 
ognised by many European and 
other countries. 

Neither the United States nor 
the United Nations has recog- 
nised the two Balkan republics, 
where sporadic fighting has con- 
tinued despite a U.N. -brokered, 
ceasefire agreement. 

The United Nations has sent 50 
observers to monitor the cease- 
fire but bas run into opposition 
from Serb leaders in Croatia, as 
well as from Croats, to a plan to 
dispatch a 10,000-member U.N. 
peacekeeping force. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav and 
hardline Serbian leaders pre- 
pared for more tough talks Satur- 
day to break a deadlock over 
sending U.N. peacekeepers to 
the war zone. 

Yngoslavia's state presidency 
spent more than 15 horns Friday 
in a dosed-door meeting with 
pro-Serb chiefs from across the 
country to persuade the Serbian 
hardliners from Croatia that de- 
ployment of 10.000 United Na- 

Time right 
to end feud 
with Russia 
— Miyazawa 

NEW YORK (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Kuchi Miyazawa 
said Friday that the timing was 
great to end decades of feuding 
when Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin visits Japan this year. 

A beaming Miyazawa trium- 
phantly told reporters, "every- 
thing has its own high tide. I can 
tell that 1 have just paved the way 
for getting to work on the most 
important issue." 

in a 40-minute meeting after 
Friday's summit of the United 
Nations Security Council, Mr. 
Yeltsin agreed to visit Japan in 
September to speed the process 
towards signing a peace treaty 
formally ending World War 0 
hostilities between the two. 

Japanese officials said Mr. 
Yeltsin did not ask Mr. Miyazawa 
for any additional aid in return 
for a speedy solution to a long- 
term territorial dispute. 

Japan has refused to conclude a 
peace treaty or offer the former 
Soviet Union large-scale aid until 
Moscow returns four islands 
north of Japan which were occu- 
pied by Soviet forces in the dos- 
ing days of World War n. 

"It was a satisfactory meeting 
in that we were able to set the 
timing (for Mr. Yeltsin’s visit) 
and the territorial issue was 
brought up by Yeltsin." one offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Miyazawa said Japan and 
Russia had had enough of the 
stalemate, and that major indust- 
rial powers wanted a swift way 
out. 

“I have discussed it with Mr. 
(George) Bush, and I'm sure Mr. 
Yeltsin has a lot of ideas," he 
said. 

Mr. Miyazawa said he saw 
progress in the fact that Moscow 
and Tokyo had a schedule to 
discuss the dispute over the is- 
lands, known in Japan as die 
Northern Territories and in Rus- 
sia as the Kuriles. 

“We have arrived at the point 
where (Tokyo and Moscow) can 
no longer put off negotiations on 
the Northern Territories prob- 
lem." he told Japanese reporters. 

Mr. Yeltsin told Mr. Miyazawa 
that Russia would face a severe 
shortage of food in the winter, 
Japanese officials said. 

Decontrolled prices and other 
drastic economic reforms had 
caused hyper-inflation in Russia, 
but such changes should be im- 
plemented now, the officials 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as telling Mr. 
Miyazawa, 

"I realise this is the last chance 
(for economic reform). If I failed, 
conservative and totalitarian 
leaders would replace me and 
Russia would return to the old 
regime,” Mr. Yeltsin was quoted 
as saying. 

Russia and other former Soviet 
republics are thirsty for Japanese 
cash and technology to boost 
their ailing economies. 

The United States, which has 
provided emergency aid and ex- 
port credits to expedite supplies 
of food and medicine to the for- 
mer Soviet Union, has said it will 
support Japan's stand on aid to 
Russia. 

Tokyo wanted to invite Mr. 
Yeltsin to visit Japan before a 
summer summit . 


dons troops would help bring 
peace to the country after months 
of fighting. 

Opposition to the plan by 
Milan Babic, defiant president of 
Croatia’s Serb-dominated en- 
clave of Krajina, scuppered 
attempts by U.N. envoy Marrack 
Goulding to win agreement from 
all sides during a five-day mission 
this week. 

But diplomats said Croatia bad 
also raised objections to the plan 
during Mr. Goulding’s *talks in 
the Croatian capital, Zagreb. 

The federal Yugoslav newspap- 
er Borba, quoting sources dose 
to die presidency, said Mr. Babic 
may soften his position but he 
was an ^unpredictable” charac- 
ter. 

‘They think that Babic will 
make concessions and accept the 
arrival of U.N. peace forces ... 
but it might not all go the pres- 
idency way," Borba reported. 
The paper's presidential sources 
have often proved accurate in the 


The meeting, expected to re- 
sume later Saturday, was called 
by the Yugoslav presidency after 
wanting Mr. Babic he could face 
unspecified sanctions if he con- 
tinued to block the plan. 

Mr. Babic responded by warn- 
ing that any such action would 
“cause an uprising by Serbs 
everywhere.’’ 

The U.N- is trying to end seven 
months of fighting between Croa- 
tian forces and Serb irregulars 
backed by the Yugoslav army. 


More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in the bloodshed, but 
a 29-day ceasefire has held de- 
spite some violations. 

Croatian radio Saturday re- 
ported shooting in the suburbs of 
Osijek in eastern Croatia, and 
said explosions were heard near 
the city during the night. 

A commander of Serb irregu- 
lars said Friday one Croatian 
fighter died when Croatians 
attacked die village of Sodolovic 
in eastern Croatia, Belgrade- 
based Tanjug News Agency re- 
ported. 

Serbs now control about a third 
of Croatia’s territory, but many 
living there say they want no part 
of the Croatian state that won 
international recognition on Jan. 
15. 

• Mr. Babic rejected the U.N. 
plan arguing that while Serbs 
would be disarmed Croatia’s 
National Guard would keep their 
weapons. 

Diplomats said they believed 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man was seeking to regain admi- 
nistrative control of territory the 
breakaway republic had lost to 
Serbian forces. 

A senior member of Mr. Tudj- 
man’s ruling Croatian Democra- 
tic Union said this week Croatia 
would win back its land with the 
help of the U.N. or by armed 
force. 

Meanwhile, Italian authorities 
have asked magistrates to trace 
the Yugoslav military comman- 
ders guilty of shooting down an 
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Yeutter becomes top Bush adviser 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush bas named 
Republican Party Chairman Clayton Yeutter his domestic policy 
chief and said he wants political consultant Richard Bond to 
succeed Mr. Yeutter as bead of the party. Meanwhile, Vice 
President Dan Quayle predicted none of those now running will 
win the Democratic presidential nomination and that it will go 
instead to New York Gov. Mario Cuomo. “I just have a hunch 
that Mario may be the man,” Mr. Quayle told reporters earlier at 
the. .winter meeting of the Republican National Committee. Mr. 
Bush announced Mr. Yeutter’s appointment while addressing the 
Republican meeting Friday night. “Obviously its a very challeng- 
ing assignment because domestic polky will be such a major 
dimension of the political scene over the next eight months," Mr. 
Yeutter said in an interview. He said be expected to be on the job 
in two or three weeks. 


Ukraine votes for transitional army 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine’s parliament has voted to set up a 
transitional army as the newly-independent republic's row with 
Russia over the Black Sea Fleet resurfaced. President Leonid 
Kravchuk demanded the sacking of fleet commander Admiral 
Igor Kasatonov. A naval official in Moscow said the request was 
being examined but there were no grounds for removing Adm. 
Kasatonov at present. Russia, dominant partner in the 11-nation 
Commonwealth of former Soviet republics, says the fleet is a 
strategic force and thus remains under Commonwealth command. 
Ukraine lays claim to the bulk of the force. The presidents of the 
new grouping are due to meet in Minsk on Feb. 14 to tackle their 
military differences. The Ukrainian parliament voted almost 
unanimously to approve the first reading of a bill to set up an 
independent armed forces for the republic of 53 million people. 
The bill abolishes the rank of marshal and cuts military service to 
18 months from 24 in the army and to 24 months from 36 for 
sailors. 

De Klerk arrives in Britain 

LONDON (R) — South African President F.W. De Klerk arrived 
in Britain Saturday on the first leg of a six-nation European tour 
including state visits to three former East Bloc countries. Mr. De 
Klerk, whose plane was delayed by fog in England, was scheduled 
to hold talks with British Prime Minister John Major and the two 
men were expected to attend an International Rugby Union 
match in the afternoon. The plan to be seen together at a sporting 
event prompted protests Friday by members of parliament and a 
British anti-apartheid group, which planned a demonstration 
outside the rugby ground at Twickenham in west London. British 
officials said Mr. Major and the president, who paid an official 
visit to Britain last April, would discuss progress in dismantling 
apartheid in South Africa and the transformation of the country 
into a non-radal democracy. 

Russian troops to leave Lithuania 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia has agreed to start withdrawing 
former Soviet troops from Lithuania this month, and will discuss 
handing over some weapons and ammunition to the Baltic 
country, the two sides said Saturday. Lithuanian and Russian 
negotiators announced the agreement following talks Friday in 
Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital. Similar negotiations were to begin 
Saturday in neighbouring Latvia. “Agreement was reached on 
starting the pullout of military units from the territory of the 
Lithuanian Republic in February 1992," a communique said. The 
announcement did not say when the withdrawal would be 
completed. Technical experts will meet Feb. 10 to complete 
details, said Lithuanian parliament spokesman A rune Kontauta- 
ite. "The pullout will take time. It’s not going to be a qnick 
process." Mr. Kontautaite said by telephone. 


AlSeged Tyson victim stands by story 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — An 18-year-old beauty pageant hopeful 
who has accused boxing great Mike Tyson of raping her stood by 
her story as she withstood more than three hours of cross- 
examination. The alleged victim Thursday described in graphic 
detail how Tyson surprised her when she came out of a hotel 
bathroom and found him sitting on the edge of his bed wearing 
only his underwear. She said Tyson then forced her down on the 
bed, laughed, and savagely raped her. The college student, 
dressed in an elegant peacock-blue two-piece suit with a flowing 
jacket gently flaring from her waist, responded with apparent- 
candor Friday to defence attorney Vincent Fuller's often detailed 
questions. Tyson, who could forever lose the chance to regain his 
title if be is convicted, and could be jailed for up to 63 years, says 
the woman agreed to have sex with him. During Friday 
afternoon’s session a number of witnesses testified that Tyson and 
the woman arrived at die Indianapolis hotel in the early hours of 
July 19, 1991. The alleged victim was at the time a contestant in 
the Miss Black America Beauty Contest. 


EC helicopter and, if necessary, 
charge them with murder, a Jus- 
tice Mi nistr y . spokesman said 
Saturday. 

He said Italy believed the 
attack was a political crime. - 

A helicopter carrying Euro- 
pean Community monitors was 
shot down over Croatia on Jan. 7. 
Four Italian soldiers and one 
Frenchman died in the incident. 

Spokesman MassuAiliano Belli 
said Justice Minister Claudio 
MarteDi had asked Rome magis- 
trates late Friday to open an 
investigation to identify those 
who ordered the attack. 

A ministry statement said the 
pilot of the federal plane that 
downed the helicopter bad acted 
not on his own initiative but on 
order from his commanders. 

These federal commanders, the 
statement said, were keen to 
sc upp er EC monitoring missions 
prior to the dispatch of a United 
Nations peacekeeping force to 
the civil war battle front. 

Punishing the culprits was 
apparently not an .aim of the 
Yugoslav authorities in Belgrade, 
the statement added. 

"The event must be sen as a 
political crime... and as such 
punishable on the request of the 
justice minister. 

“As keeping the peace in 
Europe ... is a fundamental in- 
terest of the (Italian) state, the 
action of the Yugoslav military 
aimed at harming that interest is 
objectively political,” the state- 
ment said. 

Genscher: 
CSCE 
to admit 
Croatia, 
Slovenia 

BONN (R) — German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
said Friday be expected Europe’s 
main security forum to admit 
Croatia and Slovenia as full mem- 
bers soon. 

Mr. Genscher, speaking from 
Prague, told German radio the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation hi Europe (CSCE) 
should discuss admitting both for- 
mer Yugoslav states at its next 
meeting in Helsinki in March. 

“I expect that full admission 
will happen very quickly,” Mr. 
Genscher said. "In any case Ger- 
many will' press for (the CSCE) to 
deal with this question again 
when we meet in Helsinki in 
March. And I hope that then all 
the objections can be overcome." 

Mr. Genscher was in Prague 
for a meeting of the CSCE which 1 
groups European states with the . 
United Stales and Russia and has 
just admitted 10 former Soviet 
Republics, swelling its mem- 
bership to 48. 

Croatia and Slovenia were 
granted observer status at the 
conference. Germany led the 
move to recognise the two break- 
away Yugoslav republics. The 
European Community recognised 
their independence earlier this 
month. 


Bush 
criticises 
Chinese 
human . 
rights 
| record 

UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
President George Bush raised 
U.S. concerns about human 
rights abuses in a tough talk with 
Chinese Premier Li Peng, who 
oversaw the bloody crackdown 
against pro-democracy demon- 
strators in Pelting in 1989. 

Mr. Bush told Mr. Li: “the 
record of the Chinese govern- 
ment on human rights was insuffi- 
cient insofar as we were con- 
cerned,” according to Secretary 
of State James Baker. Mr. Ii 
gave no ground, Mr. Baker said. 

The 20-mmute meeting Friday 
came after both attended an un- 
precedented U.N. Security Coun- 
cil session where Mr. Bush 
warned that “the specter of mass 
destruction remains all too real” 
even though the threat of global 
nuclear war has diminished. 

Mr. Baker, briefing r epo rt er s 
later on the flight home to 
Washington, said ,tbe meeting 
was “very serious, very 
businesslike, direct” Mr. Baker 
said Mr. Li was unrelenting and 
referred the president to his re- 
marks before the General Assem- 
bly, in which he declared that 
China "is opposed to interference 
in the internal affairs of other 
countries, using the human rights 
issue as an excuse.” 

“That’s not acceptable under 
our standards," Mr. Baker said. 
“That’s their view and that's their 
approach.” 

He said besides human rights 
the topics were trade and the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
The administration has been 
trying to block China from selling 
missiles to Syria. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Li did not 
provide an expected letter outlin- 
ing bow China would formally 
comply with an international 
agreement timiting the export of 
missile technology. He said they 
promised a written reply soon. 

Mr. Baker said that if they 
went as far as the United States 
hopes, this country would lift 
sanctions imposed last summer 
against the export of computers 
and satellites to China. 

“What they said tonight was, 
‘we will be answering your letter 
with a letter of our own.’ We 
haven't seen that letter so we’re 
not in a position to judge its 
sufficiency right now. They said 
that it would be responsive to my 
letter, but as I say we haven’t 
seen it." 

If the Chinese follow through 
on restricting nuclear technology 
sales, Mr. Baker said, “We’ve 
taken a major step in the prolif- 
eration area which is very signifi- 
cant." 

There was a definite chill in the 
air from die U.S. side as Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Li posed for pic- 
tures m a U.N. conference room. 

Mr. Bush was unsmiling and 
avoided eye contact dating the 
picture session as be sat across a 
table from Mr. Li. The Chinese 
leader wore a tight smile and 
scanned the room as photo- 
graphers and reporters filled the 
room. 


Azeris, Armenians 
battle over Karabakh 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — Azer- 
is and Armenians fought in the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh Saturday and an Azeri 
spokesman said dozens of people 
had been killed. 

The fighting was concentrated 

around the Azeri st ron gho ld of 
Sbusha where local forces laun- 
ched a counter-attack against 
Ar menian positions, an Azeri In- 
terior Ministry spokesman said. 

“The Armenians were firing on 
the town of Shusba and on Friday 
most of them were eliminated in a 
counter-attack... fighting is still 
going on," be said. 

Four Azeri civilians were killed 
in the clashes and 63 people were 
wounded, including 12 members 
of the country’s fledgling Nation- 
al Army, he said. 

The Azeri News Agency Assa- 
il rad a said Armenian losses 
amounted. to about 100, but the 
ministry spokesman could not 
confirm tins. “Maybe 60 were 
killed, maybe 70, we do not know 
precisely," he said. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said about 30 Azerbaijanis and 
four Armenians were kfiled when 
local Armenian units launched 
their own counter-offensive to 
free two villages in the enclave, 
ad mini ste re d by Azerbaijan but 
populated mostly by Armenians. 

More tfwn 1,000 people have 
been killed in four years of fight- 
ing over Nagorno-Karabakh, lo- 
cated on the volatile southern 
fringe of the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The past week had seen some 
of the bloodiest battles yet. 

The upsurge in fighting fol- 
lowed the deaths of almost 40 
people in a helicopter explosion 
near Shusha last Tuesday. 

Azerbaijan accused Armenian 
militants of blasting it with a 
beat-seeking missile, but Arme- 
nia says the aircraft was carrying 
weapons when it exploded in 

mid-air 

Azeri President Ayaz Mutali- 


bov vowed to hit back against the 
Armenian militants and an 
emergency meeting of the coun- 
try’s security council Wednesday 
rqdfcd for “decisive measures." 

Crowds started gathering in the 
capital Baku Saturday for a pro- 
test rally against what they see as 
percent aggressoin against 
Azeris living in and around the 

enclave. 

Assa-Izada said Azeri troops 
were clearing Armenian militants 
out erf areas around Shusha, ab- 
out 10 kilome tr es from the re- 
gional capital Stepanakert. 

Similar military operations 
were undertaken after a previous 
helicopter incident in November. 

On that occasion at least 20 
people were killed, including 
peace negotiators, when the air- 
craft slammed into a mountain- 
ade. Azerbaijan said the helicop- 
ter was shot down but Armenia 
said it crashed in bad weather. 

In the Azeri town of Agdam, 
on the border with Nagorno- 
Karabakh, regional leader Musa 
Mamedov said Azeri villages 
were being fired on daily. 

“Fourteen of them have been 
completely destroyed and the 
people have fled,” be told Reu- 
ters. 

Earlier, explosions could be 
heard in the snow-covered moun- 
tains near the village of Shafar, 
where locals were fleeing their 
homes in cars for fear of being 
attacked. 

Mr. Mamedov said 38 people 
were killed in Tuesday's helicop- 
ter tragedy. 

Shusha itself was under siege, 
with helicopter pilots refusing to 
fly there and roads too dangerous 
to use. 

“Food has not been getting 
through for days. They have re- 
ceived nothing, no water, no elec- 
tricity, no gas, no bread,” Mir. 
Mamedov said. 

Reports from Stepanakert say 
it is in a similar situation. 


U.S. report hails 
end of communism 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The annual U.S. government re- 
port on human rights hails great 
p rogress for democracy and hu- 
man rights with the fall of com- 
munism but cites old and new 
threats to basic freedoms in 
several countries. 

“la many countries there is 
now less fear of the knock on the 
door at midnight than there was 
as recently as five years ago,” 
said Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Schifter in releasing the 
report Friday. 

Mr. Schifter told a news con- 
ference the toppling of the 
statue of Soviet KGB idol Felix 
Dzherzbim../ was the event that 
marked a worldwide swing away 
from repression. The statue in 
front of the secret police head- 
quarters was brought down by 
people opposing the right-whig 
attempt to overthrow then Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The decline of communism has 
caused violent conflicts and hu- 
man rights abuses based on poli- 
tical ideology to decline worl- 
dwide, said the 1991 human rights 
report. 

“At the same time, regrettably, 
we have witnessed an upsurge on 
all continents of serious armed 


dashes and human rights abuses 
stemming from ethnic and reli- 
gious di fferences," Mr. Schifter 
said id the report’s introduction. 

He noted that while commun- 
ism is dead in Eastern Europe, it 
has survived as an import in 
China, “where it controls the 
lives of one-fifth of mankind," 
and in North Korea, Cuba, Viet- 
nam and Laos. 

“Communism is today more a 
system for the exercise of power 
by aging ruling elites, which are 
increasingly out of touch with the 
dunking of their subjects but still 
try to use the power which they 
possess to suppress all independent 
thought,” Mr. Schifter said in the 
report. 

Asked if be was referring to 
leaders like Chinese Premier Li 
Peng, who was about to meet in 
New York with President George 
Bush as Mr. Schifter briefed re- 
porters, and Cuban leadeT Fidel 
Castro, Mr. Schifter said, “Yes." 

He said the “very worst" coun- 
try continues to be North Korea, 
while the most significant prog- 
ress bas been in sub-Saharan 
African countries, where 13 gov- 
ernments have adopted democra- 
cy. 


Burma, Bangladesh face off on border 


ON THE BURMA- 
BANGLADESH BORDER 
(AP) — Two of the world's 
poorest nations have massed 
90,000 soldiers on their remote 
frontier, where fleeing Muslims, 
speak of a pogrom and insurgents 
vow to fight the Burmese regime. 

Bangladesh officials are trying 
to determine why Banna, a 
generally friendly neighbour, sent 
a raiding party across the border 
in December and bolstered its 
frontier forces out of proportion 
to any threat 

Burma’s military government, 
one of the most secretive aijd 
repressive in the world, has said 
tittle beyond asserting that its 
reason for reinforcing the 286- 
kilometre border was to contain 
Muslim separatist rebels in Ara- 
kan state. 

Some analysts believe the 
attack was meant to warn Bang- 
ladesh, a predominantly Mustim 
nation, not to support the insur- 
gents. 

Others say the Rangoon reg- 
ime, which brutally put down a 
pro-democracy movement in 
1988, may be trying to divert 
public attention by manufactur- 
ing an external threat and playing 
on Buddhist prejudice against 
Muslims. 

“They have exhaust e d all the 
internal means to distract the 
people from the country’s prob- 
lems, so now they have to invent 
another tactic,” Mohammad 
Yunus, a Muslim insurgent lead- 
er, said in an interview. “They 
have selected Bangladesh, while 
the Royingyas (Arakan Muslims) 
are the scapegoats. 


‘They can kill two birds with 
one stone: Rid themselves of the 
Rohmgyas and divert the atten- 
tion of the pe<^le.” 

In an interview published 
Thursday by the independent 
English-language Daily Star, 
Burma’s ambassador to Bang- 
ladesh. Soe Myint, said the two 
nations “have no intention to 
fight each other.” 

Three rounds of military talks 
have been held. After the last 
one, on Thursday, Bangladeshi 
officials said- Burma refused to 
withdraw its troops from the bor- 
der. 

Ambassador Soe Myint said his 
country agreed in principle to 
repatriate the Muslims who fled 
to Bangladesh, except for insur- 
gents. 

Sheikh Razzak Ali, speaker of 
the Bangladesh parliament, said 
lawmakers would take up the 
questions of refugees and rela- 
tions with Burma Monday. 

At least 76,000 people have 
fled Arakan state to southeastern 
B angl adesh, claiming Burmese 
troops are razing villages, taking 
men away for forced labour and 
rafting women in a campaign 
calculated to drive all Muslims 
out. 

With average per capita incom- 
es of about $200, neither country 
can afford a war. Burma is rich in 
resources, but has mismanaged 
its economy for decades. Bang- 
ladesh is beset by overpopula- 
tion, limited resources and natu- 
ral calamities. 

The crisis began Dec. 21, when 
a Burmese patrol attacked a 
Bangladesh border post, irillmg 


two soldiers and wounding 22. 
Both rides brought in reinforce- 
ments. 

“We are mi full alert since they 
have deployed a handsome num- 
ber of troops on the other side,” 
Capt. Mohammad Jain said ax a 
front-line position of the Bang- 
ladesh Rifles. “See that Burmese 
outpost? My men could take that 
in half an hour if we got the 
orders." 

Bangladesh might have trouble 
with Burma’s armed forces, 
which number 230,000 and have 
been tested in decades of anti- 
insurgency warfare. Bangladesh 
fields only 103,000 troops, but 
enjoys superior naval and air 
power and has shorter supply 
lines than die Burmese. 

About 35,000 Bangladeshi sol- 
diers are in the border region, 
including those normally sta- 
tioned there to combat a tribal 
insurgency in the Chittagong 
Hills. 

Soviet-built MiG jet fighters 
were seen in an apparent state of 
readiness at die airbase in Chitta- 
gong, and flying low over the 
border region daily. 

Burma has 55,000 soldiers on 
the frontier, according to Bang- 
ladeshi estimates. Reports say the 
Burmese have reactivated a 
World War II airfield, built five 
helicopter pads, built bunkers 
and dug trenches. 

Rangoon bas long tried to des- 
troy a dozen guerrilla groups 
fighting in the border area for 
greater autonomy or independ- 
ence for Arakan. They include 
Muslim rebels of the Rohingya 
solidarity organisation and the 


Arakan ese Rohingya Islamic 
Front, as well as Buddhist groups 
like the Arakan Army. 

In eastern and northern Bur- 
ma, the army is kept busy by 
strong ethnic rebel groups such as 
the Karen and Kacbin. * 

So far, the Arakan guerrillas 
have proved ineffective, although 
they receive some financial aid 
and have been allowed to set up 
camps inside Bangladesh. Exiled 
Burmese Muslims in the Middle 
East are a prime source of funds. 

Mr. Yunus, president of 
Rohingya Solidarity, cl aims to 
have 1,500 fighters, some armed 
with weapons either captured or 
bought from Cambodian guerril- 
las along the Thai-Cambodian 
border. 

Khine Saw Tun of the Demo- 
cratic Alliance of Burma said, 
however, that the six largest guer- 
rilla groups total only 250 men 
under arms. He was in the border 
region seeking cooperation with 
the Muslims on behalf of the 
alliance, a coalition of forces 
based on the Thai-Bunnese bor- 
der. 

EnayetnUah Khan, a newspap- 
er editor and former Bangladeshi 
ambassador to Burma, said of the 
Burmese deployment: “Sending 
three divisions to the bonier is 
totally disproportionate to the 
threat. It’s a do-or-die attempt to 
rid Arakan of so-called mixed- 
race people.” 

He described the December 
raid as an attempt to bully Bang- 
ladesh into being docile while the 
Burmese army deans out the 
insurgents and expels the Arakan 
Muslims. 
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Criminals 
compensate 
victims in Dutch 
experiment - 

AMSTERDAM (R) — | P*rtch 
criminals tM y get more lenient 
sentences if they agree to pay 
damages direct to their victims, 
the Justice Minister said. In an 

IS-month experiment in the town 
of Middelburg, nearly all the 
victims in more than 200 cases 
involving theft, vandalism and 
other crimes chose to re ceive 
damages direct, rather than from 
a state fund- More than half the 
criminals were willing to pay — 
and state prosecutors agreed to 
bear this m mind in sentencing. 

Claude Montana 
leaving Lanvin 

PARIS (R) — French fashion ^ 
bouse Lanvin has said it had - 1 
decided to part company wish its 
star designer Claude Montana 
because he was not willing to 
devote himself exclusively to its 
lines. “The logic of fash too crea- 
tion demands total coherence. 

We wanted a single stylist for 
haute couture and ready-to-wear, 
for men's and women’s fashion." 
Lanvin's President Michel Pietri- 
ni told Reuters. "Montana has his 
own ready-to-wear commitments, 
so we agreed by mutual consent 
to part company.” Montana, 
among the fashion world's most 
avant-garde stylists, has designed 
controversial bat widely admired 
haute couture lines for Jeanne 
Lanvin S.A since 1989. His cotiec- 
tion of stark but striking outfits. *** 
featuring carefully crafted pleats 
and folds, was one of the high- 
lights of the spring-summer 
fashion shows in Paris this week. 
However. Montana produces h» 
own ready-to-wear lines. He was 
unwilling to start designing them 
for Lanvin. Lanvin earlier said in 
a statement that Montana would 
leave the economically-troubled 
fashion house when his contrac t 
ran out in October. But Mr. 
Pietrini said the two parties lad 
agreed to terminate the agree- 
ment immediately. Dominique 
Morlotri, former men swear desig- 
ner for Christian Dior, will lake 
over Lanvin's haute couture and 
ready-to-wear lines from the be- 
ginning of February. Pietrini said. 

Crusading prince 
opens school for , 
architects 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles, a crusader for a 
kinder and gentler environment, 
launched his own school for 
architects Thursday to put his 
anti-modernist vision of building 
design into practice. The 43-yea r- 
old heir to the British throne, 
known for critical outbursts on 
everything from the motor car to 
modern medicine, has made 
architecture one of his pet causes. 
But he has angered the 
architectural establishment by 
arcusing designers of creating 
rrankenstein monsters" that 
Wot the landscape and are bell to 
live or work in. Aggrieved 
architects accuse him in tun of 
Jvrng in the past. The Prince of 
Wales s Institute of Architecture, 
aue to open in London in Octo- 
ber, will be partly funded by the 
pnnee himself and will promote a 
respect for more traditional, 
people-friendly" buildings, its . 
director Brian Hanson told a 
news conference announcing the 
TOnnire. Other financial support 
:°L“J e scho ° 1 ’ w hich will offer- 
introductory and post-graduate 

courses to students from Britain 

SC !? r0id ’ wfl! com ® from char- 
ity donations and grants. The 

pnnee, writing in a brochure 
launching the institute, said its 

Sw WaS to - produce sensitive . 
buildings reflecting “the order 

inherent in the universe.” 

Writer ousts nurse 
as bank notes 
ring the changes 
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